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FOREWORD. 


In forming our opinion on the negotia- 
tions between Mr* Jinnah and Mr. Gandhi 
at Bombay, we should study the sequence 
of events as well as the text of the 
correspondence which is published in 
this brochure. 

On April 8. 1944. Mr. C Rajagopala- 
chan sent a letter to Mr. Jinnah enclo- 
sing what IS called the Rajaji formula 
which he described as “the basis for a 
settlement which I discussed with Gan- 
dhiji m March. 1943. and of which he 
expressed full approval”. It was followed 
by another letter in which Mr Rajagopal- 
achan expressed disappointment that 
the President of the Muslim League 
was unable to approve of the terms. 
The fact was that Mr. Jinnah expressed 
ins willingness to place the formula 
before the Working Committee of the 
Muslim League as he could not individu- 
ally take the responsibility of accepting 
or rejecting it. Here it may be noted 
that the formula was not open to discus- 
sion or any modification. Mr Rajagopala- 
chari would not agree to such a perfectly 
constitutional course, ^but strangely 
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enough on July 4, 1944r he sent a telegram 
to Mr Jinnah front Panchgani alleging 
that the formula bad been rejected by 
the President; of the Muslim League. 
At that time the Mahatma w»s rccupera* 
ting at Panchgani and Mr. Jinnah was 
haring a spell of rest, after eight years 
of unremitting work for the cause of the 
Muslims without a single holida}’.'' In 
reply to the telegram, Mr. Jinnah wired 
to Mt. Rajagopaleclian at Panchgani 
that he could not go bejond the message 
tjf July ‘J reiterating his former view that 
be should be allowed by the proposer of 
the formula, namely Mr. C Rajagopala* 
chan, to consult the Working Committee 
of the Muslim League. As to how and 
why such a course should be deemed 
objectionable by Mr. Gundlii and Mr. C. 
Rnjagopalachan who were in constant 
consultations, it is not fot me to judge, 
but the procedure suggested by the Presid- 
ent of the Muslim League was only right 
and proper. 

On the day of the receipt of the tele- 
gram from Srinagar, Mr. Rajagopalachan 
released the correspondence and informed 
Mr. Jinnah that pinatc uegotrations bad 
ended and that it was necessary to rake 
the public into confidence The formula 
approved by Mr. Gandhi had remained 



with his collaborator, for more than a 
year like a dead secret. Meanwhile, 
there was another significant move of 
Mr. Gandhi vis a-vts the Viceroy to reach 
an understanding, a move which* was not 
revealed to Mr. jmnah as the paiallel 
correspondence with him was in progress 
Let us see how Mr. Gandhi’s overtures 
to the Viceroy were timed. 

It will be remembered that Mr. Gandhi 
arranged an interview to Mr. Stuart 
Gelder, correspondent of the News Chr- 
onicle, m which he gave bis views on 
the situation for the indirect edification 
of Lord Wavell. This correspondent 
was to be an intermediary between the 
Congress Dictator and the Viceroy just 
as another Englishman, Mr. Reginald 
Reynolds, had been engaged to carry a 
letter from Mr Gandhi to the then Vice- 
roy, Lord Irwin. Instead of using the 
Post Office, Mr. Gandbi preferred this 
courier system which undoubtedly adds 
to the lustre of Congress publicity. What 
happened was that the Gelder move “mis- 
fired”— the Mahatma’s word-whereupon 
Mr. Gandhi wrote on July 15 from Panch- 
gani to the Viceroy calling Lord Wavell’s 
attention to the Stuart Gelder affair. 
Lord Wavell replied m a letter dated July 
22 asking the Mahatma for a definite and 



constructive pohcy for His txcellcncj 
to consider Five dajs Iater» on Juh J7, 
1944» Mr Gandhi replied statinp that 
the time had come* at last* for friendh 
talks Nc^ct, on August 15, 1944 (nineteen 
days after the despatch of Mr Gandhi’* 
letter) Lord Wavell sent his answer con- 
taining a statement of Government: policy 
as against Mr Gandhi’s ‘‘concrete proposal 
of a National Government” responsible 
to the elected members of the Asscmblj, 
the majority of whom are Hindus In 
other words, there was no change My 
surmise is that in the long interval the 
Viceroy must have coritacteo Whitehall 
to formulate the pohcy stared in the letter 
undef reference It is parallel to this 
private correspondence with Lord Wavell 
which was hid from Mr Jmnah’s eye*, 
that a brief exchange of letters took 
place between Mr Gandhi and tbo Pre- 
sident of the Muslim League Mark the 
dates again On July 17. Mr, Gandhi 
writes from Pancbgani to Mr Jmnah it 
Srinagar a letter accompanied by a transla- 
tion in Urdu It said that the two 
should meet Upon the receipt of the 
letter, Mr Jmnah repifod that he would 
be ^»)ad to rcccne him at his house in 
Bombay and that immediately on his 
return from Srinagar he would suggest a 



convenient time. Later Mr. Jinnah in- 
formed him from Bombay that August 
19 would be suitable but unfortunately 
he took ill and his ^octors forbade him 
against undertaking any work inyolving 
strain. The matter was promptly con- 
veyed to Sevagraro and latei Septem- 
ber 9 was fixed for the first meeting which 
took place according to the scheduled 
time. 

Meanwhile Mr. Jinnah had at the 
meeting of the Council of the League 
at Lahore publicly examined the contents 
of Rajaji’s formula pointing out how 
the proposal was a disfigured caricature 
of the Pakistan idea, but he welcomed 
the intimation of Mr. Gandhi that he 
had agreed to the division of India. The 
progress of the talks was fortunately 
brought on record at the suggestion of 
Mr. Gandhi that letters had better be 
exchanged for purposes of record and 
clarification. I give important dates in 
this story of concurrent correspondence. 

Dateline. Subject Matter. 

Panchgani, July 75. Stuait Gelder’s story 
Gandhi to Wavell. and the suggestion 
that Mr. Gandhi 
should be allowed to 



it) 


Panchf^anj, July 17. 
Gandiu to Jinnoh. 

New Delhi, July 22 
Wavell to Gandhi 

Siinafrar, July 24 
Jiniiah to Gandhi 

Panchgani, July 27 
Gandhi to Wavell 


New Delhi, Aug 15 
WavcIl to Gundhi 

August 19 

September 9 


contict Ins colleagues 
in the detention 
camp or outside 

*‘Wa must meet” 

A«ks for definite and 
constructive pohej. 

Consentiniz to meet. 

Asks for friendly talks 
with Viceroy makinff 
concrete proposal 

''Banging the doer” 
as the Congress Press 
put it. 

Date for interview 
originally fixed 
Gandhi'Jmnah talks 
begin 


The inference js clear that while 
wooing Lord Wavell, Mr Gandhi was 
also alive to the impression it could create 
once It was known that the Gandhi*Jinnah 
talks might result m a Hmdu-Muslim 
settlement, thus opening n new phase of 
concerted action both by the Hindus and 
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uuc lYiuMuui to demand the transfer of 
power from the British Government The 
prospect of a Hindu-Mushm concordat 
IS the only nightmare which British die- 
haids and vested interests could ever have 
in respect of India, since they could not 
thereafter trade on the plea of Hindu- 
Muslim disunity in the country The 
dates indicate that Mr Gai dhi wished 
Lord Wavell to know that if a fiiendly 
response to his advances did not material- 
ise he would form an alliance with the 
Muslim League which had been foresha- 
dowed by his acceptance of the C R 
formula which stood for the division of 
India as principle and policy With the 
new statement of policy contained in the 
Viceroy’* letter of August J6, 1944, which 
had already become a public document, 
Mr Gandhi found himself left hi^h and 
dry by the British Government, but his 
commitment to meet Mi Jinnab at Bom- 
bay on August i9 remained 7 here was 
to be no change of the existing constitu- 
tion until the termination of the war 
though agreement by the main political 
parties to work the exi<;ting constitution 
would loo«:en the deadlock and bring the 
ooiintry nearer to the setting up of a 
Provisional ' Government on an equal 
footing between the Hindus and Mussul- 



(h) 


mans in the formation of the Executive 
Bub then that would frustrate Mr 
Gandhi’s ambition to instal a “National 
Government” responsible to the Hindu 
majority in the Assembly who would be 
under the thumb ol the Congress High 
Command and the vested interests with 
which the Congress is becoming increas- 
ingly and insidiously merged for the 
control of pother 

Mr Gandhi met Mr Jinnah He 
maintained that he represented nobody 
but himself, an awkward poufcion for 
the President of the Muslim League in 
the matter of negotiations Nc\ ercheless, 
Mr Jinnnh put up with what really is a 
fond pretence of the Congress Dictator 

I am glad that the exchange of ideas 
and exolanations ucrc put in black and 
white for two reasons It is an education 
to cho public Secondly, it protects the 
President of the Muslim League (at least 
in the eyes of impartial observer*?) against 
false accusations and mendacious versions 
of u hat happened 

I would like to draw tho attention of 
readers to n few salient features of the 
Rajaji formula The last clause states 
that the terms of the settlement proposed 
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would be binding only if the British 
Government transferred full power A 
settlement, if it is genuim . must be 
accepted and should remain honoured on 
Its intrinsic merits, bufe Mr Rajagopal- 
achan wanted it as an opportunistic man- 
eouv^e British statesmen are too shrewd 
for this kind of thing, nor do Mussu mans 
want a superficial patch up to over-awe the 
British Government and make them part 
with power in order to validate the terms 
of a Hmdu-Muslim settlement Further 
the Rajaji formula wants a district-wise 
plebiscite to be taken in the Pakistan 
provinces, the test being the recording of 
an absolute majority of adults m favour 
of separation or against it It was a subtle 
move to riddle the fabric of Pakistan 
with so many holes and pockets, and it 
was calculated therefore to sabotage the 
whole scheme of dividing Biitish India 
into Pakistan and Hindustan, the former 
containing a majority of Muslims and 
the latter a majority of Hindus both the 
Sovereign States being affianced if they 
so will, by treaties and engagements as 
sovereign units and pledged by the bonds 
' of reciprocity to the principle of a fair 
deal and no discrimination for the citizens 
of both areas There was no plebiscite 
m Ireland when Ulster and Eire ’ 
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nor was any plebiscite taken at the time 
of Separation of Burma or Ceylon from 
India In fact there are many other 
instances, of a similar kind in the Consii 
tutional history of the World But in the 
case of Pakistan Mr Ra^agopalachari 
himself something of an autocrat while 
in office has become suddenly enamoured 
of a vote by all rhe adults so that an 
absolute majority could be secured 

Martv people do not understand the 
implications of the term ' absolute ma 
jotity on which Mr Gandhi also insisted 
An absolute majonc} in the legal and 
constitutional sense has a definite mean* 
ingand no district would be qualified or 
eligible to be included m the proposed 
Pakistan areas unless a it ajority could be 
secured not only of fcho<e who go to the 
polling booths but of the total number of 
the voters irrespcctno of tfo fact whe 
ther they exercise fheir right of vote or 
not In ocher words an absolute majority 
IS not merely a clear majority of those 
who take the trouble of -voting but it is 
a majority against all combinations active 
or potential by the token of the register 
of voters and the ballot box 


Only two points would I mention in 



connection with Mr- Gandhi's contentions 
as found m the correspondence. Hepjmii- 
ing with the plea that he favoured the 
Ra]a]i formula, he upon the joint examina- 
tion with Mr. Jinnah of its defects'^per- 
formed a somersault saying that the Rajaji 
formula lay “shunted off” the rails. Very 
unnecessarily he raised conundrums about 
the IVo Nations Theory> the status of 
converts, the place of Pan'Islamism m 
Pakistan and other issues remote from 
the simple question of aniving at a Hindu- 
Muslim settlement. Indian Muslims to- 
day claim that they constitute a nation 
by eveiy test of definition but what is 
more vital they are profoundly conscious 
of their sense of nationality; they aie also 
aware of the spirit of Hindu renaissance 
and the Caste-Hindu Imperialism that has 
expressed itself through Congress activi- 
ties apart from the ideology and social 
outlook of the Hindus which differentiate 
their political aims Mr. Gandhi would 
not in bis replies explain his ideas of a 
transitional Government and its authority 
during the transition, whereas the Muslim 
claim is that once the principle of 
Pakistan is accepted, constitution*making 
bodies could be formed to adjust differen- 
ces, if need be with the aid of experts to 
solve particular difficulties 1 he Muslim 
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case has been misrepresented in manj 
qmrters but a study of the letters that 
passed between fbe two leaders would 
reveal how close to realities Mr Jmnah 
mo\ed and how aii\iously he sought 
clarification on the practical aspects of 
the problem explainms in turn an> point 
on which Mr Gandhi wanted further 
light 

When the negotiations broke oown 
both of them subscribed to a statement 
to the effect that tbc> regarded ncgotia- 
tions as not having been closed and Mr 
Gandhi when he was pressed by the 
represent itncs of the Press said that the 
matter stood adjourned swe dtc Unfor- 
tunately Mr Gandhi indulged in mistepro- 
sencations nffer rhe event m order to 
mat e Mr Jinuah appear as the one obsti 
cle to a settlement Upon the question 
of tho leal age of correspondence and 
other invidious matters I need not dwell 
Mr Gandhf was not serious about a 
settlement as his letter to Mr Jmnah had 
made it appear and as the da>s passed he 
constantly changed his ground rigragging 
between the Raj3;|i formula and his own 
“proposal It IS amasing that he should 
claim to have conceded the es’?ence of 
the Lahore Resolution while he is reluctant 



to accept- the Lahore Resolution 
Itself 

The day after the breakdown, Mr 
Gandhi’s own paper voicing as it.does his 
views came out saying that the Muslim 
League should repudiate Mr Jinnah’s 
leadership and find someone else to speak 
for Muslim India If this is the lesson 
they have learnt from the failure of the 
talks I can only say that I am sorry for 
our Hindu friends From all parts of 
India the Muslims upon learning about the 
failure and al^o underscanding the nature 
of the correspondence released, expressed 
their unabated confidence in then leadei 
There has been regret over the failuie of 
the talks but it is perhaps deeper among 
the Muslims a whole «ince their case 
had been put bv Mr Jinnah in moderation 
and b\ a searching anahsis of all the facts 
and proposals that pertain to a Hindu- 
Muslun settlement Now that Mu'^lims 
have a clear goal, they are far more self 
possessed in then polltlc^l argument 
than the Hindus who dream still of the 
politic? th it would lead them to All-India 
domination and who at the same time 
realise in their waking hours that it is 
impossible foi them to achieve I hope 
Mus^almans of light and leading ^^jj] 
this book a valuable work of reference and 



explajn to their /oUowers the meaning 
of the differences that came to the surface 
Let It also serve as a source of reference for 
impartial observers who are not paiti- 
cipants in the Hmdu-Moslim diijpufce and 
be of use to them in understanding tin 
case of Muslim India. 

(Nawabzada) Liaquat Ali ICInn 


New Delhi. 
November 25, 1944 



t?AJAGOPALACHARl-JINNAH 

CORRESPONDENCE 


Letter from Mr. Rajagopalachari to Mr Jinnah. 

NEW DELHI, April 8, 1944 

Dear Jlr Jmnah, 

Hero IS the basis for a settlement wfiich I dis- 
cussed with Gandliiji in March 1045, and of which 
he expressed full approval He then authorized 
to signify his approval of these terms should L bo 
able to convince you of them bemg just and fair to 
all As the Government have refused to relax 
any of the restrictions imposed on him to enable 
him to discuss or negotiate terms of any settlement 
I write this to you on hia behalf and hope that this 
Will bring about a final settlement of the most 
unfortunate-impasse we are m You* are aware of 
the I ntens itv of my^desire for^ a settlement I was 
very glad when I found it possible to obtain Gandhiji s 
approval of these term^ I hope that you will bestow 
your fullest thought on the justice and fairness of 
these proposals and help to terminate a condition of 
affairs whichjs steadily causing all round^deteriora 
tion luThe country 

Yoiira sincerely, 

Enclosure C R Formula C Rajagopalachari 
(Appendix B ) 

Letter from Mr Rajagopalachari to Mr Jinnah 
Dear Mr Jinnah, NEW DELHI, April 17, 1944 
The proposal I gave yon in wntmg when we la<?f 
met m Delhi must be stjl with you and perhaps vou 
have read it over again and given further tho^^ 
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to it I was much disappointed, as you are aware, 
at your inabilitv to approve of the terms But I 
hope you mnv perhaps reconsider jour position 
I Bincercly believe that the proposals form a fair 
and satisfactory basis of settlement I shall “be 
giateful to hoar fromyou as to whether you haie 
reconsidered the matter 

Yours sincerely, 

C HajagopaJachan 

Telegram from Mr Rajagopalachari 
to Mr. Jfnnah. 

POOVA June 30, 1944 
Qaid 1 Azam Jinnah, Guest House, Srmagar 

My letter dated Apnl 17, touching matter perso 
nally discussed on April 8 remims jet unanswrred 
Have now met Gandhiji who still holds bv formula 
presented to you by me I would Jilio row publish 
the formula and your rejection Thii telegrams i« 
eoiit with Gandbtji s approval 1 would bho you at 
this juncture to reconsider your rejection 

C Bnjagopalachnn 
Bjlkii'dia Pnnch^,nm 

Telegram from Mr Jinnah to 
Mr. Rajagopalachari 

SRINAGAR, July 2, 1944 
Mr Bnjagopalnchan Pilknsha Pancligam 

Your request to publish your formula Your 
aersion our talk that I rejected yoor-forniuli 
13 unfair^iipnsing True facts arc I was walling 
placo your formula beforo llorling Committee 
Muslim League although it was not open to any 
modification but you did not agree allow mo to do 
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so Hence no further step was tahen My reaction 

was that I could not peraonnnj taho responsibility 
of accepting or reiectinK It and mj position remain, 
same twins H Mr Gandhi even now sends me 
direct Ins proposal I am willing place it before 
Mu'^hra IiCiguo Working Coramittco ^ 

51 A JINNAU. 

Telegram from Mr. Raiagopalacharl 
to Mr. Jlnnah 

P.tNClIGiVKI. July 4, 1044 
Qaid 1 - \iam Jlnnah, Guest House. Srinagar. 

Tlinnl.a telegram My letter April Ii sliowcil 
how I felt oierwhat I thought was rejection of 
formula ao fir as you were pertonallj conccmwl 
Miall he glad indeed if as tour telegram suggests 
y ou did Sot reject it Gandliiji though not a eal^ 
with rcprrscnUtiio or special authority m this 
matter drfiniti ly approved my proposal and ailthon- 
icsl me to approach you on that basis Now again 
he reatfirnis Ins assent \\ eight of his opinion would 
most prohaWy secure Congress accepUnee \ou 
were ul.w.llmg to occejil my fomula. hut wet, 
willin" to place It before Ix-ague Council I think 
nopuroososeriiall.y such jiroeeduro so long as it 
does not have your own support 

C Tlajssoirtlickari. 
Dilku'hi, Panchgani 
Telegram from Mr. Jjnnah to 
Mr. Raiagopalacharl 

biuKxc vn. .Tui> r,, 10*1 

Mr \Ui^zoxv\\i<hin. Ihlkmha, Panchpm 

IXfArl tjnsklr to go b*-yond m\ telrgr^ra Jolr 2. 

■* M A.Jl.VXiii’ 



Telegram From Mr. Rajagopalachari 
to Mr. Jinnah; 

PANCHGANI, Jub 8, 1044 
5Ir. Jinnah, Guost Hoase, iSrinagar. 

Yonr tefegrara of 5th recoired tcxln^. Wjth it 
prirato negotiation ends. It is necessary take 
pnbliointo cfanfidcnce iijTr. I am acconiuiglj relea- 
sing entire correspondence ending your niro 51h 

C. Rajagopalachari 



Mr. JINNAH S SPEECH AT THE MEETING OF 
ALL INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE COUNCIL HELD 
ON THE 30th JULY, 1944 AT LAHORE 


Since the release of Mr Gandlu th*’rc has been 
a flood of statements, Press reports and wmments, 
and I ha^ o tried to follow all thi as carefully as 
it 18 possible for mo to do so, particidarlj with 
reference to what is called by Rfr Rajagopahehnn 
lus formula for the Hindu Muslim settlement, 
and for the moment 1 wish to deal with that 
matter Burjing the past and starting from tliat 
point, let us examine the position 


On the 18th May 1044 Mr Gandhi g letter te 
mu from prison o! May 4th 1040 was released 
because, It was stated ‘‘Dawn’ had asked fonts 
publication, and that it was owing to the public 
that the letter should sec the light of the day 
Hence the lelease of the letter under Mr Gandhis 
instructions In that letter Air Gandhi sajs 
“I have followed the proceedings of the I eague 
as reported in the “Dawn columns I noted 
your invitation to me to write to you Hence 
this letter 1 welcome your invitation I suggest 
our meeting face to face rather than tilking 
through correspondtiic» But I am in j our hands 
I hope that this letter will be sent to j ou and 
if you agj-ee to my proposal, that the Government 
will let you visit me One thing I had better 
mention There seems to be an ‘if about jour 
invitation Do you say I should write onl^ if 
1 have changed my heart* God alone knows men s 


rts I would like you. to fake mcasjam..' 


I knew the substance of this letter, because the 
Government had furnished me with it at 'the tune 
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md jn my statMnent I pointed orjt tint it not 
tho kind of letter that 1 expcctixi from Jlr Gindbi 
m response to tho Appeal which I made in ni> 
spc'th in April 1943 m mj prcndential nddre*'** 
to the Longue It Jias now been full^ 

home out without a shadow of doubt that 3tf 
Qanclht Mndcr<itoo<l that there was an "if * nhout 
inj }nijt.a}ji)n, whirh was elided, hut nererthe 
lepa, aa iiMinl, the enliro Congron I'reos accu®^! 
mo of ha\ing gone back on my word, and dnl 
PM rj thing m lUtit power to miarepre ent, vihi^v 
and miitil-ite tny snooch That "if’ still remain^ 
ami Iho htter Rtili rcmnms undelMoped to mt 
INluleMr Gandhi was bini, and there had l>ee» 
a plethora of eorroRpondmeo brlwiNU him, from 
the ^ga Klian'fl palaca At Poona, and flia Vieero\» 
ind >unee his rt/oaao ho hai been ml} (iwughto 
aeo nutneroua prominent men from day to dai 
ind to cam on eorrespondeneo witli the Viceroy 
and othm, ho liaa not.howeaer, llionpht it propir 
lostnd mo even a copy of that htter, being the 
addressee of the original (but thought fit to rehaat 
it to the IVt-w) 

'Hien comes Iho next chapter After all hi* 
cfTortfl iiod faded esfabJWi eontaa with Lonl 
Linlithgow to negofiato with him ONcr the heal 
of the Muilim Ixague, corophleb ignantig and 
ba pwing it, he Miight an intrnlcw with I/>nl 
\Savell, hia dear fri'-nd, conre>inff to him ad 
nnuweam that ho was a fnrnd of (be Jlntl'h nation 
and A lo>“il son ol the British I'nipire flnl that 
bo sbonM Iw allowed to meet the nurwoim nf 
bis Working Cbmrmttee in prison or tkm ahould 
lie rvlcnv^i, and for that purpose he aaid * I 
iOckI now os a free man for ancli pernii«ion If 
von will pca me lK*fottt decidinsr, I shall gladly go 
wberoTcr jou want mo to” Tins request of Ms 



was refused by the Viceroy bj his l«tt“r of June 
22nd This “No” to Mr Gandhi, it was reported, 
cast a doom ot Poona But e^en the final efiort 
of Mr Gandhi through the British journalist 
Mr Gelder as a go between to hnk him up uith 
Lord Wavell was a misfire At this ^ychological 
moment Rajagopilachan was at Poona, and 
suddenly I received a telegram from him on d^une 
30th, as another go between, complaining without 
any reason that his letter of April 8th remained 
unanswered, although he knew prefectly we 
that It required no answer, as the answer was 
already given to him, and threatening me a 
ho would like to publish the formula and my rejec 
tion He said he had a ut the telegram with Mr 
Gandhis approval, and farther warned me that 
he would like mo at this juncture to reconsider 
my rejection In mj reply I pointed out to mm 
that his version that I had rejected the formula 
was wrong, and I am glad that he does not con 
tradict the true facts as •»tated by me but confirms 

them The correspondence was, however, abniptlv 

released to the Press, so that I should stand on 
my trial before the bar of the public opinion of 
the world and of India, and especially of the 
Mussalmans Immediately the word had passed 
and the Congrt-^ Press framed various grave 
charges against me To give a few mstances in some 
ot the so called responsible newspapers “Irres 
ponsible and ill considered reply from one who 
claims to speak for his community is nothing short 
of a betrayal of his comm mity and the country 
at large It is now up to uu Sluslim community 

to judge the offer on its merits and find the leader 

or leaders who wiU play the game There wore 
charges like “Intoxicated with ego and vanity’ , 

“Ucompromising attitude”, “A block m the way of 

freedom of India” It was urged that Mr Jmnah 
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should be kicked or made to retire bj Muslim India 
and so on nnd so forth Un surprising that e\en 
Mr Gandhi at this junctnre has encouraged thi« 
propiganda botli m this coimtrj nnd abroad hr the 
enemies of tho Muslim loguc b^ statin^ m Iih 
interview on Tuly 13th that tlio British Government 
IS using mb IS a cloak And that this dmbqlinJ 
co^gincji to Etiflllo India ^^n8pimtjons_ must be 
bToktiP Xhis IS the Kackground of the so called ne 
j^lJStions for a Hindu Miishm settlement smarted bi 
Mr llojigopalachnnuiththcapprovalof Air Gandhi 
and from the ni is? of van lOg statements ond con 
tradictions to da^ onlv one essential 1*^116 cmcrgis 
namely that I am put on m3 trial and thht I haic 
now to dcA-tid nijsclf Jlius the private negotiations 
ended Mj oiilj am «ns timt I rcqucstcsl 
Me Kajigopalichon to allow me to pinco hn 
proposal be/oro inj ttoHmg Committee and tbit 
as Ml Gandhi w as no longer in pti on I reqnestwl 
tliat he should directly commimicate to mo whatom 

E o als he unj chooso to put forwahl assuring 
that I would jitaco tlwrn b-fort m\ l^orkitii, 
Comuuttco \Uiat was the objection to huch a 
course* 1 fail to appreentu the lino tidopfod W 
Mr Gandhi and Mr KajagopahcUin and I fin 
willing to faci, the verdict of the Muslim f ■“'iguo ontf 
any other independent and impartial men in Imha 
or abroad 

Ihisisfiofir as tho praeodore adop'cl Xow 
vee come to the fjnn of tho firmula Tlifsi, 
ijro}>oi.als were not ojicn toanj discus urn or mdHf 
hcation It was on the basis of take Id or leavai 
it, It sixnis thhl the Congress plulosophy goes 
one better than the Bntidi unperiM rffn Ivcn 
tbi Crijii s propbsals bad the sanction IWund tfi^w 
ofllisMajcstcj fl Government an I His AUfestj^s 
Government sent one of tbe momliers of the Cabinet 
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all the way to India to personally approach the 
Congress and the Muslim L^gue Not only that, 
Sir Stafford Oripps was dosetted with the Congress 
le^adei^nd the Working Committee for more than 
t wo weel^ in explaimng and clanfying-whatever 
points wer e raised by the Congress and the Muslim 
l^gue Ihere also was thafrigidity, that the 

fundamentals of the Cnpps proposals were not open 
to any modification, and that was the reason why 
he failed But Mr Gandhi and Mr Bajagopalachan 
are oat Herod^g Herod This is pure and simple 
dictation and not a smcere desire to negotiate In 
the first place, Mr Rajagopalachari is an expelled 
member of the Congress, and whatever mdividual 
efforts he may have made were by virtue of the 
approial of Mr Gandhi to his propasals during 
Mr Gandhi’s incarceration But ooc^ Mr Gandhi 
IS released and is a free mao, it js up to Mr Gandhi 
personally to deal with this grave problem of the 
settlement of the Hindu Muslim question, and 
there is no need of any go between But Mr Gandhi 
is too ill, and m his recent interview, when any 
question was put to him, he directed the questioner 
to Mr Rajagopalachari, and the Press representatives 
have been told that he had personally subscribed to 
offer when he was fasting in. prison camp 
“It is now 16 months old For the rest of the 
offer, I must carry out the contract between 
Rajaji and myself He is t^bear^the Jbrunt_o f , j |] 
c riticism tha t, might be made, about that_offer ’ 
It is a pity that he gave no mdicatiMi'^f'^his m his 
famous letter dat^ 4th May 1943, which btiU 
remams imdehvered to mo, and it has got a 
new name now, it is not a “formula” but an “offer ’ 
As regards Mr Gandhi, who says he has subsen 
bed to this offer, but according to Mr Rajatro^ 
achan, it IS a "joint contribution” and “formnl » 
the question arises, m whatcapacitj can Mr Gand^ ’ 
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association be judged, for Iio nl«o as not earn a 
fouranna member of tho Congress Jlc Jans got so 
many capacities — his personal capacity Ins cipacitj 
as tho Dictator of the Congress, and aboio all 
his Mahatmaio dmne antbonfcy, wlnrh is ,.«ided 
by has inner roieo, and bo is a Satjagnhi and 
the sole interpreter of what it means and standv 
for He 13 not a Hindu but a ‘ Sarmtanis( , and 
he foHows Hmdiifsm of his own ft is rtthor 
didicult to hnow ns to what oapacitv ^ir Gandlii 
will Use at a gi\en time Mr Oandht, I hope, 
will ho good enough to study tho eonetifiitvon, 
tulea and regulations of tho AU-India ^ruslim 
League, and that ho wUl iindrr»land better mv 
position as tho President of a realiv well orpnjuzcd 
and democratic bod>, m,thc All India Muslim 
Lehguo, for I teroenvber when Mr Gwullu met 
Lord Linlithgow m September 1039, after tho 
outbreaU of tho war, ho brolvo down and tears 
rolled down from his e\ OS when he viaualmed the 
possible destruction by bombing of tho We*tmindcr 
Abbey and tho Ilousce of Parliament, nnd said 
•‘What was tho uao of Imban freedom if Pngfand 
and Franco were defcateil! , ho in a statenicnt 
declared his wholehearted and most enthiisinstic 
support for tho prosecution of tho war But hanllv 
a week thereafter, the Congress Working Committee 
decided to non cooperate if their demand for 
immediate indcpcndcneo, etc wdb not met, aniJ as 
ft first step tho CongTcs* members of tho Central 
Asscmblj were onlend to withdraw Mr Ganlhi 
turned round and said they were right, ho was 
only m iv mmontT of one, and advised I^rd 
I inlitbgow to come to terms with tho Congro*’*, 
approving of tbcir decision 

Now wo como to the merits of the proposal In 
this ease we aro toW by Mr Ilijngopaiachori to 
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quote hi3 own words of the series of telegrams 
which were released by him — 

“Sir Gandhi, though n<t vested with repre 
sentative or special capacity m this matter, defini- 
tely approved of my proposal and authorized me 
to approach you on that basis Weight of his 
opinion would most probably secure ConcTess 
acceptance “ 

Sir Rajagopalachan in hi» statement of July 
16th from Panchgani starts with an absolutely 
untrue and misleading statement He says that 
“It IS now two years since I started work even 
though I had secured Gandhiji s unqualified snpport 
to the scheme and it conceded all that the Mus- 
lim League had ever demanded m its Resolu. 
tion of 1940 ’ If thw IS so, why not say we 
accept the League Resolution of 1940? His form- 
ula IS a parody, a negation of and intended to 
torpedo the Muslim Leagues Resolution of March 
1940, and when he says that his formula concedes 
all that the Muslim League had ever demanded by 
its resolution, it is the grosseat^trayesty First 
of all, where does he find any mention of “plebis 
cite” of any kind in that resolution^ Then whv 
this ndiculous proposal of a plebiscite districtwisei 
But let me take clause by clause some important 
points of Mr Rajagopalachan s formula 

First, take the preamble, the basis of the terms 
which, if accepted, will completely bind the Mushm 
League, whereas the Mahatma may withdraw hjs 
hlesamgs, as he is not speaking, according to Mr 
Bajagoplachan, with the authority of the CktiiCTes 
or m his representative capacity, whatever th I 
may mean Then we come the first clau«w»^ 

‘ Subject to the terras set out below as regard’ 
the Constitution”. I do not see ‘the Constitnti ’» 



in this formula Which Constitution does he 
refer to^ Then comes the demand for our endor 
sing the Indian demand for independence It 
implies that tve are against the independence of 
the peoples of India, and both Mr Gandhi and 
Mr ItajagopaJachan hnorr that it is on un called 
for insi nuation to inaKe, and they are casting an 
unwarrantC3"reneclion upon the hfushm League 
Next comes the condition that \re should co oper 
ate with the Congress in the formation of a 
provisional interim GoTernment for the transitional 
period, thereby arrogating to the Congress a 
dominant and superior position and requiring 
our CO operation, as a subordinate body, rfith 
this leading organisation, and as to tho hind of 
provisional interim Government for tho transitional 
period that is to bo formed, no indiration 
IS given as to its form, character, personnel, its 
wwers, etc After the termination of the war a 
^mmiasion shall bo appointed for demarcating 
contiguous districts m the North West and Eatt 
of India, and a plebioeito of all the inhabitants 
would be held oistnctwise where the Muslim 
population is in absolute majority It is not stated 
who will appoint this Commission, what will be 
its personnel and its powers, and who will enforce 
it? findings Eeallj, how can 3Ir Enjngopal 
achari stand unabashed and make a public state 
ment that bis formula concedes all that the Mii«hin 
League’s Resolution of 3farch 1940 demands? It 
would be open to all parties to advocate their 
point of view before a plebiscite is held, although 
this agreement is intended to be only between tho 
Congress and the I/oague Next, m tho eicnfc w 
sepimtion, mutual agreements shall be entered 
into for safeguarding d’fence, commerce, and 
commimications, and for other essential purposes 
The question arises, safeguarding these matters 
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from whom and what docs it mean? These mutual 
agreements are made obligator\ and it is not 
very easy te understand tho eigniSeance of this 
clause Then comes tho last clauoo which is 
the height of ingcnmtj Tho'^e terms shall be 
binding only in case of tronsfer bj Britain of full 
power and responsibUty for tho go^ernment of 
India But it does not sar to whom, how and 
when 

According to the latest statement by Mr Gandhi 
the August Re^olalion i» “absolutely innocuous 
and that while his nuthontj lias lapsed the August 
Resolution has not lapsed Let it now collapse for 
the 'Muslims do not regard it as innocuous ns both the 
demand and the sanction for it to force this demand 
are mimical to tho ^fus1lnl ideals and demands 
Let 3Ir Gandhi jom hands with the '^fushm League 
on the basis of Pakistan m plain and unequivocal 
language, and wo shall be nearer the md^pendence 
of the peoples of India, which is so dear to the 
heart of not onl> Mr Gandhi but of imllions m 
this country Mr Gandhi and Mr Itajagopal 
achari are puttmg the cart before the horso when 
they say that all these clauses can have any 
value or can become effectivo only if Great Britain 
transfers power to India, save and except actin" 
on hia latest seven points and immediatelj esta* 
Wishing a National Government of Mr Gandhis 
conception There is no chance of it unl^^ss the 
Hindus and Muslims come to a settlement and 
unite and thus by means of a united front wrintr 
out our freedom from the unwilling hands of the 
rul“rs of Great Bntian 

I am sorry if by expressing my views honestly 
and freely and in self defence, I have hurt anv^ 
body’s feelings Iipurposely did not wish to sa 
onythui^ wJj^ Mr Gandhi was good 
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release to the Press hi3 femons loturr lo jiio dated 
"May 4th 1943 I refused to say a single word 
throughout the period commencing from the release 
of Mr Gandhi up to dale I retubod to say any 
thing when abruptly the correspondence was'^closod 
and releasc/1 to Uio Press by 3Ir Itajgopalachari I 
had expected along with tho mUlions of ppojilo ni 
thiscountrx, that Mr Oaiidhi would review and 
revlsf* the entire situation end gne a correct lead, 
having regard to the realities and conditions prev 
aihngin India But I think in fiirneas to the Slushni 
League and to myself 1 must now put our ea?e 
before the bar of the world opinion, and particularly 
the public opinion of Hindus and Muslims m this 
land ns by the tactics of Mr Itnjgopabchari as 
approved by ^fr Gandhi J am forced to do so But 
out of evil cometh good I do not mind all the 
VI ification and misrepresentation and tho base cam- 
paign that w earned on against me But at last, and 
It lb to the goo<l and conducive to furthci progress, 
Hr Gandhi ha« at any ntoin hin perbonal capacity, 
aeccpteil tho principle of pamtion or division 
of India M hat remains now is the yuestion of how 
and when Ihis has got to bo earned out 
Mr Qandlii knows and understands the position 
better than any living man, for m one of Ins articles 
in tho ‘ Ilarijan’ ho j>ut tho question of Pakistan 
demand in a nutstieJl Tins is what he aanl 
“I hope Qaid e Azam docs not represent tlie con''i 
dered opinion even of liis colleague*! Pakistan, 
according to him, in a nutshell is a demand for 
earring out of India a portion to bo n holly treated 
as an mdependent and sovereign state 

I am glad that Mr Qandhi realises ihd 1044 
is not 1042 It is BO m more senses than one, and 
be may further tako into qonnderation that 
1939 40 41 is not 1944 
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I am enclo'sing herewith a translation of tins 
letter in Urdu 


Your brother, 

G\NUH1 

{Mr. M.;A Jxnnah's reply toMr Gandhi) 


H B ‘ Queen Elizabeth 
Srinagar Kashmir 
2-ltb Julj, 104-1 

Dear Sir Gandhi, 

I received 3 our letter dated 17th of July here 
on the 22nd of Jul 3 , and I thank 3 ou for it 

I aiiali ho glad to receno 3011 at niv house m 
Bombay on my return, wnicb will probably be about 
the niiddlo of August By that time I hope tbit 
you will hai 0 recupem tw voiir^hLallh fulfj and 
will ho returniiig to 'Bombay I would like to 
say nothing more tiU wo meet 

I am Very verj pleised to re id in the Press that 
voH are making ten good progress, and 1 hope thnt 
3 aa will soon be all right 

\ours sincerely, 

M A JINNAII 



JOINT STATEMENT SIGNED BY MR. JINNAH 
& MR. GANDHI RELEASED TO THE PRESS 
BY MR. JINNAH ALONG WiTH THE TEXT 
OF CORRESPONDENCE ON THE EVENING 
OF SEPTEMBER 27. t944 

“Mr Gandhi from the very commencement of 
our talks made It clear that he had approached 
me in his individual capacity and that he repre- 
sented no one but himselt However, he assured 
me that he was really open to conviction and 
conversion to the Muslim League Lahore Resolu- 
tion of March 1940 

Without prejudice to my objection that in 
order to reach any settlement, negotiations can 
only be carried on properly when the other side 
IS also fully represented and vested with authori* 
ty. m deference to Mr Gandhi’s wishes I agreed 
to the task of persuading and converting him to 
the fundamentals of Lahore Resolution 

I have placed before him everything and 
every aspect of the Muslim point of view In 
the course of our prolonged talks end corres. 
pondencQ, and we discussed all the pros and 
cons generally, and I regret to say that 
I have failed In my task of converting 
Mr. Gandhi. 

Wc have, therefore, decided to release to the 
Press the correspondence that his passed 
between us 

Nevertheless, wc hope that the public will 
not feel embittered, »nd wc trust that this is no* 
the final end of our effort ” 



jinnah-gandH! correspondence 


Mr Jinnah s letter dated September tO — 
Dear Mr Gandhi 

With reference fo our taJk yesterday Sepf 
ember 9th I understood from you that you 
had come to discuss the Hindu Muslim settle- 
ment with me in your individual capacity and 
not in any representative character or capacity 
on behalf of the Hindus or the Congress nor 
had you any authority to do so I naturally 
pointed out to you that there must be some 
one on the other side with authority holding a 
representative status with whom J can 
negotiate and, if possible come to a settle 
ment of the Hindu Muslim question and that 
for the position you had adopted there 
was no precedent, and that this raises great 
difficulties in my way 

^s you know I can onlv fpc-ifc on behalf of 
Muslim India and the All India Muslim League 
as the President of the organi-ation which 
I r^pre'ent and as such I am subject to 
and governed by its constitution rules and 
regulations I think you reaJire and will admit 
that the settlement of the Hindu Muslim 
question Is the foremost and the major hurdle 



ano unless representatives of these two 
nations put their heads together, how is one 
to make any headway with it^ 

Nevertheless, I explained to you the Lahore 
resolution of March. 1940, and tried tq persuade 
you to accept the basic and fundamentaJ prin* 
ciples embodied in it. but you not only refused 
to consider it but emphasized your opposition 
to the basis indicated in that resolution and 
remarked that there was *^an ocean between 
you and me" When I asked you what was 
then the alternative you suggested, you put 
forward the formula of Mr Rajagopalachan 
approved by you We discussed it. and as 
various matters were vague and nebulous, and 
some required clarification, I wanted to have a 
clear idea of what ic really meant and what were 
Its implications, and asked you for explanation 
and clarification regarding the proposals embo 
died in that formula 

After some discussion, you requested me to 
formulate m writing my points that I thought 
required, or called for, an explanation 
and clarification and to communicate wifh you 
and that you would reply in writing before our 
next meeting on Monday, September 11, at 
5 30 p ro I am, therefore, submitting to you 
the following points which require clarification ^ 

(1) With regard to the preamble in what caps 
actiy Will you be a consenting party If any 
agreement is reached between you and me^ 

(2) aausel With regard to “the constitution 
for a free India" referred to in this clause, j 
should like to know first — what constitution do 
you refer to, who will frame it and when w/ffit 

come into being’ 



NVxt jf IS stated in the /ormuJa thit ‘ the 
Mushm League endorses the Indian deirnnd for 
indcpendcnc Docs it mean the Corgres 
demand for independence is formulated in the 
August Resolution of 19-12 hv the AH Indn 
Congrcs«*Committce in Bombay or, if not whit 

the ^ifintficince of this cerir for you knon 
the Muslim League has imdeitcJcir not onh 
by Its resolutions but b> its creed which is 
embodied in Its constitution tint we stmdfor 
the freedom and independence of the whole of 
this sub continent md that applies to Pikistan 
and Hindustan 

Next u IS stated thit the Muslim League “w ill 
CO operite With the Congre«« m its formation 
of a prosjsional tnteum Government for the 
transitioml period' I shotiW Hke to know the 
basis Of the fines on which such a Govern- 
ment fs to bo set op or constituted If jo» 
have a complete ane definite scheme plea«eJet 
me have it 

(3) Clause 2 Who wiH appoint the com- 
mission referred to in this chu<c and who will 
gn c cUecc ro fJicir findings’ What is the mean 
ing of absolute majority referred to in it’ Will 
the contemplated plebiscite bo taken distnctwise 
or if not. on what basis’ Who will determine 
and decide whether such a plebiscite should be 
based on adult franchise or other practicable 
franchise’ Who will give effect to the decision 
or verdict of the above mentioned plebiscite'’ 
Would only the districts on the border which 
arc taken out from the houndaties of the ptc 
sent province bj delimitation be entitlfid to 
tbooso to join either state or would also those 
outside the present boundaries have the right 
to choese to join either state? 



(4) Clause 3 Who are meant by “all 
parties” in. this clause’ 

(5) Clause 4 I should like to know between 
whom and through w»hat machinery and agency 
will the “mutual agreements ’ referred to in this 
clause be entered into’ What is ^eant h\ 
“safeguarding defcnce^and commerce, communica- 
tions and for other essential purposes’” Safeguard 
mg against whom’ 

(6) Clause 5 “These terms shall be binding 
only in Case of transfer by Britain of full power 
and responsibility for the Government of India 

I should like to know to whom is this 
power to be transferred, through what 
machinery and agency and when’ 

These are some of the important points that 
occur to me for the moment, which require 
explanation and clarification, and 1 hope that 
you will let me have full details about the various 
points that I have raised in order that I may 
be better able to understand and judge your 
proposals before I can deal with them satisfa 
ctorily. 

Yours sincerely, 

M A JINNAH 

Mr Gandhi's letter dated September J I — 
Deir Qaid-e Aram, 

I received your letter yesterday at 3 30 pm 
I was in the midst of appointments I hasten to 
reply at the earliest opportunity 

I have said in my letter to you-it is implied 
in the Rajaji formula and I have stated’publicly 
that I have approached you as an individual My 
life mission has been Hindu-Muslim unity which 
I want for its own sake but which is not to be 
achieved without the foreign ruling poa.er 
being ousted 



Hence the first condition of the exercise 
of the right of seif determinatipn is achieving 
independence by the joint action of alt parties 
and groups composing tnd a If such joint 
action IS unfortunately impossible, then too 
i must fight with the assistance of such 
eiements as can be brought together, 

I am glad tlicrcforc, thic you did not break 
off our talks xvlien I rcfu<».d to assume or acct-pc 
-epresentativc capacity Of course, T am 
pledged to use all the influence I mny hi%c 
wuh the Congicss to ratify my agteemeut viith 
jou May I remind jou that the Rnjiji fromula 
was designed in the first instance for yout 
acceptance and submission thereafter to the 
League’ 

It IS true that I said in occfln separated you 
and me tn outlook But that had no rcftfcncc 
to the Lahore resolution of the League Tlie 
Lahore resolution is inde/inttc l?a;i;t has taken 
from it the siibitence and gnen it i shape 

Now for the poini' raised by you 

1 1 hiN? already answered this in the 
loregoing 

2 The Constitution will be framed by the 
provisional government contemplated in the 
formula or an authori^ specially set up by 
It after the British power fs withdrawn. The 
Independence contemplated Is of the whole of 
India as it stands 

Tiic ba«is for the formiiion of the provisional 
interim govcinnicnt will hive to be agreed to 
l^twcen the League and the Congress 
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3 The commission will be appointed by 
the provisional government. Absolute 
majority means a dear majority over non- 
Muslim elements as in Sind, Baluchistan or 
the Frontier Province The form of plebiscite 
and the franchise must be a matter for discussion 

i “All parties" means parties interested 

5 “Mutual agreement" means agreement 
between contracting parties “Safeguarding 
defence, etc.' means for me a central or 
joint board of control Safeguarding means 
safeguarding again«t all who may put the 
common interests in jeopardy 

6 The power is to be transferred to the 
nation, that is to the provisional government 
The formula contemplates peaceful 

by the British Government So far as I am 
concerned, I should like the transfer to take 
place as early as possible 

Yours sincerely. 

M K GANDHI 

Mr Jinnah s letter dated September ll-— 
Dear Mr Gandhii 

I received your letter of September 11 at 
5 pm today I note that you have approached 
me as an individual and I have already expressed 
my views about it Please do not take it thit 
I acquiesce m the position that you have adopted 
for which there IS no precedent Nevertheless 
I proceeded to discuss matters with you because 
naturally 1 am anxious to convert you to my 
pomt of view if possible I urged you that the 
only solution of India's problem Is to accept 
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the division of India as Pakistan and Hindustan, 
as briefly laid down m the Lahore resoIUhcn 
of March 1940, and proceed to settle 
details forthwith 

You say the Lahore resolution is indefinite 
You never asked me for any clarification or 
explanation of the terms of the resolution, 
but you really indicated your emphatic oppo- 
sition to the very basis and the fundamental 
principles embodied in It. I should, therefore, 
like to know in what way or respect the 
Lahore resolution is indefinite 1 cannot 
agree that Rajaii has taken from It its substance 
and given it shape On the contrary, he has 
not only put it out of shape but mutilated it, 
as 1 explained in my speech which 1 delivered 
at the meeting of the Council of the All-India 
Muslim League at Lahore on July 30. 

You sa> the “first condition of the exercise 
of the right of self detcrnima non >s achieving 
independence hy the joint action of olf parties 
md groups composing India- If such joint action 
js unfortunately impossible, then too I must fight 
with the ossisrance of such elements as can be 
brought together" 

This, In my opinion. Is, as 1 have repeatedly 
said, putting the cart before the horse, and 
is generally opposed to the policy and declara- 
tions of the All-India Muslim League. Ycu 
are only holding on firmly to the August 
Resolution of 1942 

In order to achieve the freedom end 
Independence of the peoples of India It is 



essential, in the first instance, that there 
should be a Hindu-Muslirr settlement 
Of course I am thankful to you when you say 
that you are pledged to use all the influence that 
you have v.ith the Congress to ratify your agree* 
ment with me, but that is not enough mtaj 
judgment, although it will be a very valuable 
help to me I once more ask you please to let me 
know what is your conception or basis for the 
formation of a provisional interim government 
No doubt, It will be subject to agreement 
between the League and the Congress but I 
think in fairness you should at least give me 
some rough idea or lines of your cpnccption, for 
you must have thought it out by now and I 
would like to know what are your proposals or 
scheme for the formation of a provisional 
interim government, which can give me some 
clear picture to understand it * 

You have omitted to answer ray questor as 
to who will give effect to the findings of the 
commission, and also It IS not clear to me what 
you mean by absolute majority, when you say it 
means “a clear majority over non Muslim 
elements as in Sind Baluchistan or the Frontier 
Province ” You have not even replied to my 
•question as to who will decide the form of the 
plebiscite and the franchise contemplated by thS 
fromula 

The answer to the fourth point does not 
carry any clear idea wben^ you say “all parties 
means parties interested “ ^ 

You say ^‘mutual agreement means agree- 
ment between contracting parties *’ Who are 
the contracting parties once a provisional 
interim government is established of your 



As to the third po4nt, the provisional govern 
menr being the appomring authorir 3 hiH give 
effect to the findings of the commission Thi" 
r thought t\as implied in my preMous answer 

Rsjaji tells me that abiolute majority is used 
in his forrnula in the <amc sense is it is used m 
ordinary legal parlance wherever more than 
two groups are dealt with I cling to mv own 
answer i^ut you will perhaps suggest a third 
meaning and persuade me to accept it 

The form of the plebiscite and franchise 
must be left to be decided by the provisional 
interim government unless we decide it now 
I should say It should be by adult svffrege of 
afl the inhabitants of the Paicisten area 

As to the fourth nil parties' means vou and 
I and every one el*e bolding vjens on the que 
<cton at issue will and should seek b> peaceful 
persuasion to influence public opinion as is doni 
where deraocncN functions wholly or tn part 

As to fifth, supposing that the result of 
the plebiscite is In favour of partition, the 
provisional government will tiraft the treaty 
and agreements as regards the administration 
of maxtsrs of common Interest, but the sarpe 
has to be confirmed and ratified by 
the governments of the two states 
The machinery required for the setticmentand 
idmmistration of matters of common interest 
will in the first instance be planned hy the 
infcrioi government but 'ubsequently will be 
mittcrfor scclement between the two govern 
ments acting through the agencies ippointed 
by each fbr thit purpo«e 
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Is to si-tth, I hope the foregoing makes 
superfluous any further reply 

Yours sincerely 

‘r- M K GANDHI 

Mr Jinnah's letter dated Septemter 14 — 
Dear Mr <jandhi. 

I received your letter of Septe»h« 14* at 
4 45 p m today in reply to my lettic of Sept 
ember 11th (and not of September 13th as 
you state, which seems to^ be a mistake) tind I 
thank you for it 

1 Please let me hate as soon as you, can your 
promised letter indicating in what way or r-spect 
the Lahore resolution is ‘indefinite , ^ 

2 With regard to to the provision in the 

Gandhi Rajaji fromula that the Muslim League 
endorses the Indian demand for mdepradence, I 
askddyoliin -my letter 5. 

• Does it mean the Congress 

lenccras formulated in the August 1942RMolution 
by the AlMndia Congress Committee in Bombay 
or if not, what is the significance of this term to 
which you replied by your letter of September 
11th “The independence contemplated »s or 
the_whole of India as it stands.’ Hence I agam 
ask, does it’ mean on l^he basis of an united 
India’ I find that you have not clarified the point 
satisfactorily 

As regards the next part of this ^ 
tormula proceeds to lay down that the Muslim 
League will co operate with the Congress in the 
formation of the provisional interim government 
tot the transitional period I requested you by mv 
letter of September 10th to let me, know the 
basis or the lines on which such a government to 
be setup or constituted If vou have t complete 
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j scbeiDCi plc^'sc let Di^ have iti to 

vou lephed b, ,our letter of Septembet 
Tlth under reply thet “the brsis for the fotipation 
of 'the provisional interim fioveinment will have 
„ he acreed to betwen the Lcafinc and the 
roreteK" Butthatisnotmeetinsmy teqnest 
fo? clarfication or eivnid me at least the outline- 
nf «5ucb a government, and that »s what I have 
or sucD a gw . j appreciate 

‘’"noi'nt’whe” l am 'lreqn.'tmd yon to let me 

so that! may , ^ provisional 

can ‘luitc ur^c |id^l ^ 3l, ,l,c parties 

interim ' Jl'racter that will insplte 

and would be of a charact 

confidcree at J '’„„jarstand that when rte 
parties icsn qu ' follow, b«C 

moment arr*^'- . . ,^,5 jorroula in a satisfa 

before we can deal wKtiJ rba,. as it is your 

ctory ’'Ib-uiS ciM me a rough idea of the 

formula, you shouio e ^^^ tbit you contc- 

Piovisionalintetim ^ ^ 

f’J’”','o know 

'' J such a provisional Interim govern- 

’’“"r^w ltwlll be formed, to whom It will 
™ 'I^rslble and what will be its compo- 
be respoMlbl ^ of this 

Lrdft,tai:^^^"‘ -"‘^- 

^ lAficr ol Septc»l’«' 14th »n reply to 

InycM» you inform me that 

my ISe toldme if you had any wbemf 

you that if we ten can agree ft 

jnnjino » 
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would be for us to consult the other parties", 
but that is just the point. Unless I have some 

outlines or scheme, a™’ 

what ate we to discuss in order to teacn an 

agreement? • 

As regards the other matters which you have 
further explained I have noted the explanation, 
and I do not think I need press 
although some of them are not quite satisfactory 
‘ Your sincerelv. 

M. A JINNAH., 

Mr Gandhi's letter dated September IS;— 

Dear Qaid -e«A3am. * 

This is in terms of our talk of Wednesday 
13th instant. 

For the moment I have shunted *'’= 
formula and with your 

my mind very seriously to the famous Lahore 
resolution of the Muslim League 

You must admit that the resolution itself 
makes no reference to the two 
In the coursc.of our discuss ons vou ha\c 
oa^sionatcly pleaded that India contains two 
S«iW i e^ Hindus and Muslims and that the 
latter have their homelands in India as the former 
have tS -The mote out argument progresses, 
thrmote alarming your picture appears to me 
It would be alluring if it was true. But my teat 
15 growing that it is wholly unreal I find no 
parallel in history for a body of converts and 
their descendants claiming to be a nation apart 
from the parent stock- If India was o^ nation 
before the advent of Warn u must, temam one 
in spite of the change of fai’h of a very large 
body of her children. 
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You do not claim to be a separate nation by 
tight of conaue^t hut by reason of acceptance 
of Islam Will the fno nations become oncjf 
the whole of India accepted Islam’ Will Bengal}^ 
Oriyas 'ndhras. Tatnilnns Mahara*hrrians 
Cujarntis etc cease to have their special 
characteristics if all of them became con\ erts to 
Islam? These hav*. all become one politically 
because they arc subject to one foreign control 
They arc trying toSty to rhroa oil rhj? 
subjection 

You seem to ha\c introduced a ne* test of 
nationhood If I accept it I uould have to sub 
scribe to many mere claims and face an insoluble 
problem The only real though ai^ful rest of our 
mtionhod arises our of our common political 
subjection If you and I thron off this subjection 
by our combined effort »e shall be bom 6 
politically free nation out of out travail If by 
then uf have not learnt to prise our freedom 
we may ijuirrcl among ourselves and for winr 
of a common master holding us together in hi* 
iron grip seek to split «»n into small groups or 
naiionalitieS Th rc will be nothing to prevent 
ustrom descending to that level and we shall 
not have to go in search of a roaster There 
ire many chirosn’s to the throne tint never 
remains vtcint 

With this bicVgtmiod J «hill present you 
with mv difficultv m acceptme votir rrfohuort 

,1) l’tli*tan IS not in the rt solution Doei' 

»t he»i the oiiginsl meanins Tunfib <fgfi 
^nlst^n Kavhnuf, Stud and Uafochistan out of 
which the nvme wa* nenonically formed’ If not 
uhat IS If’ * 

12) 1» the goil of I’flktrtan f’anivlim? 
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3 What IS It that distinguishes an Indian 

Muslim from every other Indian, if not his 
religion’ Is he different from a Turk or an 
^rab’ , 

4 What IS the connotation of the word 
“Muslim” in the resolution under discussion’ 
Does It mean the Muslims of the India of 
geography or of the Pakistan to be’ 

5 Is the resolution addressed to the Muslims 
by way of education, or to the inhabitants of 
the whole of India by way of appeal or to 
the foreign ruler as an ultimatum’ 

6. Are the constituents in the two zones to 
constitute “independent states” an undefined 
number in each zone’ 

7 Is the demarcation to take place during 
the pendency of British rule’ 

8 If the answer to the last question is in 
the affirmative, the proposal must be accepted 
by Britain and then imposed upon India, not 
evolved from within by the free-will of the 
people of India’ 

9 Have you examined the position and 
satisfied yourself that these “independent 
states” will be materially and otherwise bene- 
fited by being split up into fragments ’ 

10 Please satisfy me that these independent 
sovereign states will not become a collection 
of poor states, a menace to themselves and to 
the rest of India- 

11 Pray show me by facts and figures or 
otherwise how independence and welfare of 
India as a whole can be brought about by the 
acceptance of the resolution’ 
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12 Hor^ are Muslims under the I'nnce« 
to be disposed of as a result of this scheme? 

13 What J8 >out definition of “mmonrics"? 

14 WiK you please define the * adequate 
effective'and mandatotv safeguards" for minor 
itics referred to in the second part of the 
resolution? 

15 Do you not see that the Lahore Re<ofu* 
tion contains oolj a bate starement of the 
objective and does not gi\e any idea ns to the 
means to be adopted for the execution of the 
idea and the concrete eoroUartes thereof? For 
insffnce 

(a) are the people in the legions falling 
under the plan to base any soice in the matter 
of separation and if to how is u to he 
ascertained’ 

(b) What IS the provision for defence and 
similar matters of common concern contemplated 
in the Lahore Resclurion? 

There are many groups of Muslims 
who have continuously expressed dissent 
from the policy of the League. While I am 
prepared to accept the preponderating Influ- 
ence and position of the league and have 
approached you for that very reason. Is It 
not our Joint duty to remove their doubts and 
carry them with us by making them feel that 
they and their supporters have not been 
practically disfranchised’ 

fd) Docs this not lead again to placing the 
resolution of the League before the people of 



the zone concerned as a whole for acceptance 

As I write this letter and imagine the working 
of the resolution in practice, I see nothing but 
ruin for the whole of India Believe me I 
approach you as a seeker Though I represent 
noDody but myself. I aspire to represent all 
the inhabitants of India for I realise in my own 
person tbeir misery and degradation which is 
their common lot irrespective of class caste or 
creed I know that you have acquired a unique 
hold on the Muslim masses I want you to use 
your influence for the-r welfare, which must 
include the rest 

In this hastily written letter I have only 
given an inkling of my difficulty. 

Yours sincerely, 

M K Gandhi 

Mr Gandhi s letter dated September 15*— 
Dear Qaid*i Azam. 

I have yours of the 14th instant, received at 
9 40 a m 

I woke up at- 3 am today to finish my 
promised letter on the Lahore resolution 

There is no mistake about the date for I 
wrote in answer to your reminder of the 13th 
instant. 

Independence does mean as envisaged m 
the A.I C.C. Resolution of 1942. But it 
cannot be on the basis of a united India. If 
we come to a settlement it would be on the 
basis of the settlement, assuming of course 
that It secures general acceptance In the 
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country The process will be * somewhat 
like this We reach by joint effort independ 
ence for India as it stands India becorre 
free will proceed to demarcation, plebiscite 
and partition if the people concerne vote 
for partition All this is implied m the 
Rajaji formula 

As to the provisional interim Government I 
am afraid I cannot carry my answer any further 
than t have done Though I have no scheme 
for thv provisional Government if you have one 
in connection with the Lahore Resolution which 
also I presume requires an interim Go\crnment 
we can di«cuss it 

The formula was framed by Rajap m gsod 
faith I accepted It in equal good faith The 
hope was that you would look at it with favour 
We still think it to the be«fmtbetricumstinces 
You and I have to put flesh on it if wc can I 
have explained the process we have to go 
through You have no objection to it Perhaps 
you want to know how I would form the provi 
sicnal Government if £ was invited thereto If 
I was tn that uneviahle position J would see 
all the claimants and endeavour to satj«fy them 
My CO operation will be available in that task 

lean give you foil satisfaction about your 
inquiry * what I would like to know would be 
what will be the powers of such a provisional 
interim Government how it will be formed to 
whom It will be responsible The provisional 
Interim Government wiK be responsible to 
the elected members of the present Assembly 
or a newly elected one It will have aH the 
powers less that of the commanderdn'chief 
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during the War and full powers thereafter. 
It will be the authority to give effect to the 
agreement that may be arrived at between 
the League and the Congress and ratified by 
the other parties. 

Your sinccrelj; 

M K GA.NDHI 

Mr Jinnah's letter dated September 17 — 
Dear Mr Gandhi, 

I have year letter of September 15th and I 

thank you for it I note that you have for the 
moment shunted the Rajaj, formula and are 
applyinq your mind very serious y o 
iKe RLlution of the Muslim League 
It IS my duty to explain the Lf ore Resolution 

have^uLeisMireonvStS 

in no small number and also a large^W^^^ 
aryl“S Tremendous influnence over Hindu' 

India It will he no small astistance to me 

SSSr'remaiTTnTl^yJu 

v«., m your letter dated Septem- 

ber 11th that the Lahore Resolution is ‘ indefi 
mte" I therefore naturally asLedyou to please 
let me knot, in what way or respect the Lahore 
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oVs^p«X^^”5■h «nte7eply 
The “"‘i 

-Sonc?;rv.e«^™ 

the Mussel'"”'’^ /f V * „( cotrcsprndcncc 
Lrdlj be end l.tera^ie 

There is e ,. .variable, and Jt is for you 

in this pent »h>=b have studied this 

to ludse ‘'"’'la, whether the Mussalmans and 
aucstion throng y. ^ nations in this sub 

Sndus ate not two ma^ot 

continent there a^ ean?, 

'ta“o«°f'’''ebedbar^^^boob,,f^ Wo main- 
Nationalism Muslims and Hindus are 

tain and hold that inu or test 

twoma|ornatbnsby.ny^^^^_^^j ^ ^ 

of a nation. Vw g^g a nation 

ntllllon, and «bat and elvlli- 

velth our own literature, art and 

ration, , /„d nomenclature, sense 

architecture, ° „ legal laws and moral 

e, value and proppr^ calendar, history and 
codes. . . ambitions, In short 

traditions, aptlt j active outlook on life 

wehaveourown d stmct^_^^ International 

and of life- ®y,„"en. Now I shall proceed to 
'-"TmVcmvatlous points - 
reply to ^ . j .‘Pakistan’* IS not pacntion* 

1 Yes tbe ^o^^ and it docs not bear the 
gad in the Resolutio^and become 

ori^nal ^eanmg^ ^ Jh^bore Resolution 

synonymous v. 
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2 Thl, point does not arise, but still I reply 
that the question is a mere bogev 

3 This point IS coveted by my answer that 

the Mussalmans of ^ hardly relev 

rntttKr'rcffi- of t(7e Reso- 
lutlon , . 

4 Surely you know what the word Muslims 

means x 

clar^flcjrnoT;retfyfof"tt Shore Ls':ru\lon 

6 No Thev will form units of Pakistan 

I '“"rlatore‘’&u'’t?on'a?eS?ey 

:h“’’°qt«ion M dp««0" 

taken up imtnediatel' 

8 In view of my reply to 17! your question 

(8) has been answered 

9 Does not relate to clarification 

10 My answer to (9) covers this point 

evssi- nf the clarification 

11 ^Dof^"°“"|"Z'thmis not asking for 

of the Resolution Sur y ^ j 

clarification of the ^ Muslim 

numerous speeches of pointed out that 

League in and 

'the%'Ld to^aiLeveTreedom and independence 

of the peoples of India 

12 •‘Muslims *°nffne3“to British 

Lahore Resolution ‘ out of the 

India This question does not arise out oi rne 

clarification of the Resolution 
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n The definition of minorities You 
yourself have often said minorities means 
accepted minorities” 

14 The adequate effective and mandatory 
safesuatds for minorities reterted to in the 
ReSlon are a matter for negotiation and 
set lemen? with the minormes in the respective 
Itates viz Pakistan and Hindustan 

iq It does give basic principles and when 
u are accepted then the details will have t 
be wSed out h, the contracting parties 

(a) does not arise by «av of clarification 
(bl does not arise by way of clarification 
r,1 The Muslim League is the hh's 

.a,.« and representative organization of Muslim 

India 

(A) No See answer (c) 

is regards your ahead'; 

st&f5:g?„'e"rr ^o^ki^'g 

Solutmn in ’ I’Sdernmnd that Jou 

the whole of nto^^ 

have 1"=^° and I am trying to per- 

nobody but ,h., this is 

suade you and achieve- 

the Ar and Independence not only 

ment of freed Hindus and Muslims 


ment of nations Hindus and Muslims 

pfthet»rom’ °^ "A ,es of India but 
XnVou%7o'«eVt‘>«^^Hatycu asphe .0 
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represent all the inhabitants of India, I regret 
I cannot accept that statement of yours It 
IS quite clear that you represent nobody else 
but the Hindus, and as long as you do not 
realize your true position and the realities. 
It IS very difficult for me to argue with you, 
and It becomes st'll more difficult to per. 
suade you, and hope to convert you to 
the realities and the actual conditions pre- 
vailing in India to-day 1 am pleading before 
you in the hope of converting you as I have done 
with many others successfully As I have said 
before you are a great man and you exercise 
enormous influence over the Hindus particularly 
the masses and by accepting the road that I am 
pointing out to you you are nor prejudicing or 
harming the interests of tbe Hindus or of the 
minorities On the contrary Hindus will be 
the greatest gainers 1 am Convinced that true 
welfare no,, only of the Muslims bur the rest of 
India lies in the division of India as proposed 
by the Lahore Resolution It is for you to 
consider whether it is not your policy 
and programme in which you have ' persisted 
which has been the principal factor of ‘^ruin 
of whole of India and of misery and degrada- 
tion of the people to which you refer and 
which I deplore no less than any one else 
And It IS for that very reason I am pleading 
before you all these days although you insist 
that you are having these calks with me only in 
your individual capacity m tbe hope that you 
may yet revise your policy and programme 
Yours sincerely 
M A JINNAH 
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Mr. Gandhi s letter dated September 1 9.— 

ID MUBARAK 

Dear Qaid i -^ram 

Many’thanks for yours of l“ch instant 

I am sorry to ba^e to say that vbur answers 
omttmg 1, 2 and 6 do nor give satisfaction 

It may be that all mv questions do not arise 
from the vjciv of mere clarification of the Lahore 
Resolution Put I contend that thev are very 
relevant from the standpoint of a seeker that I 
am You cannot expect any one to agree fo or 
shoulder the burden of the claim contained m 
the Lahore Resolution without for instance 
ansvenng toy questions 15 (a) and 15 (b) vhicb 
you brush aside as not artsmg by vaj of chn* 
tication 

Dr Aihbedkar’s thesis while it is aW> written 
has earned no conviction to me The other 
book mentioned by you I am <orry to say. T hate 
not seen 

Why can you not accept my statement that 
I aspire to represent all the ‘ections that compose 
the people of India ? Do you not aspire ’ 
Should not every Indian ’ That the aspiration 
may never be realised is beside the point 

I am beholden to you iixpneofyour opinion 
about me, for having patience with me. I hope 
you vill nexer Jose It but will persevere in your 
effort to convert me I ask you to take me with 
my strong views and even pre;udices, if I am 
guilty of any 

As to your serdict on my policy and pro- 
gramme. we nju*t agree to differ For, I am * 
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wholly unrepentant My purpose is as a lover 

of communal unity to place my services at your 

diSDOsal 

I hope you do not expect me to accept the 
Lahore Resolution without understanding Its 
implications If your letter is the Imol word 
there is little hope Can we not agree to 
differ on the questions of “two nations and 
yet solve the problem on the basis of self- 
determination 7 It IS this basis tha^t has 
brought me to you If the regions holding 
Muslim majorities have to be separated accor- 
ding to thd Lahore Resolution, the S^ve step 
of seperation should be specifically placed 
before and approved by the people in that 


area 


Yours smcerel> 

M K GANDHI 


Mr Jinnah's letter dated September 21* 

Dear Mr Gandhi 

I am in receipt of your letter of September 
19th ^dl have already given you my answers 
Jrall your questions relating to clarification o 

the Lahore Resolution or any part °l J 

am glad that von admit when you say it may 
be that all my questions do not arise from the 

view of mere clarification of the Lahore Resolu 
uoJ'.bW you particularly emphasize your points 
il ia) and 15 (b) I regret to say it has no 
ration to the context of the resolution or any 
part hereof You have brought so many 
mattets into our correspondence which are 
Entirely outside the matter requiring clatifl- 
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rerm;f?r«'deaTt.rhtour£ 

11th . , 

Vm» sav ‘'My hfe mission has been 

compo'inR (^dia “A 1 must fifiht with 
;hrc«.«r.rof 'uch dc^en.* a, c,n l-a brought 

rto"po"cr='nd 'iS'puSua 

you are y.eadcd to tois p ? tnhile 

,t In "f ' '“'A to^futmsh mt with thr 

you were i'^od enoufi _ formulai you 

Jfat.f.=a..on cf .ho G.ndb;.P.W lotm^ 

were pleased to ob ^ j I ani 

{er the the Lahore Resolution m 

now concenttatin* o " j jp, mutual agree* 

the bope of September 15th. you 

ment . In mean as envisaged in 

say of 194- " 1' ■' 'h't'fP'P 

’hiAICC R»'’'“TprsP""'i « ’r' 

cltar th.t y°“ "sdh^rt litmlr to four policy 
policy auJ ^hKh you havt pcuiltcd in and 
andprogtanuua wb^”, demand, final policy. 

which culminatji tn joo^^^jjj and 

programme, and t pj^,I dijobedi 

enforcing it bP i's-u Auguat 1942 resolution, and 
eSce in •«”'/*, fJ„"S„r again by .rating m 
youbavc '”»J''L”“„b.r I9th ai 

your letiet °‘.^,Vn m, policy and programme. 

SAatoyour «rdic. ”nmymi wholly 

must agree 
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Yon know, that the August 1942 
of Muslim Ind ^<Xed you for clarification 

Rajaji formula 5 ^ ^.,ously ro the famous 

discussed It in ■'= persuaded and con- 

me you w ere I discussed the 

verted to our ^oint ° ^Q^ and 

Resolution u5p5„ou wanted to understand 

explained everjthmg^yo more than 

Tnte 'haTfou^te having these_^talks with me 
in vout personal capac W^ following 

September 15th you Lahore Resolution 

'“^T anDtoachyou as a Seeker though 
Believe me I aoproacnji 

I yjction and conversion You 

were open to ^onvictio September 

had informed Jy =ha"l ,,.d an ocean 

llthasfoUows- It^truetn^,^,^^^ 
separated y°;; =“ Lahore Resolution of 

The League resolution is indefinite 

the League ^he League re 

I naturally "" 7 °^ September 11th as 

ask yovj’y, tl-e Lahore Resolution i" 

follows “or asked me for any clatlfi- 

indefinite You neve terms of the Resol 

cation or m ,nd cated your emphatic 

Mon Tthe very basis and the fundamental 
opposition to the cy I would therefore 

iT^o'-lnorinlaJ w}, or respect ^he Lahore 
Resolution is indefinite . anjl 1 sent you a 
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■ ,*fc.3,"r E 

matters ,o„rs of September 15ll. 

m reply to this kite furnished 

by my l«*'F ?' rlMlficatlons mforminj! you that 
you with all the darliicatio.js y 

you had introduced several 

Lrdlv be d'-ujsed m ajar, lactory^^ 

by means of ^„(7ust,ons you require so 

givenyou all the cl ,„j „ 

lar as the Lalwrc R I farther atguments, 

concerned You agai jo persist in 

reasons and 4 point, amongst others, 

a disquisition on P ^ nation and then 
whether J- .ar “Can we not agree 

you proceed tuo nations* and yet 

CO differ on the question ot t ^gif.dctermi- 

solvethe problcm on the bam labour. 

““""d r 

ing ..Self-Dotertninatlon 

meaning of „_-.,tencies and contra- 

t " P-.,cn. that you 
dictions of the ^ of our correspon- 

have adopted In tho coo»e o 

dence, as j ,|ew that we claim 

=PPf«'=“ f“seR.determlnatlon as a nation 
the right of self ^ are 

and not as a right as a 

entitled to exercs^ birthright? 

Muslim "“‘'“"•Ibouring under the wrong 
Whereas nation" means only that 

“/va temtomfunlt which by. the way. Is 
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neither demarcated nor defined yet, and 
.here is no Union or Federal constitution of 
India in being, functioning as a sovereign 
Central Government Ours is f 
division and carving out 
sovereign states by way of se ^7’^ , 

tween two major nations Hindus and Muslim 
and not of severance or seccession 
existing Union which is 
India. The right of self 

we claim postulates that we ar ^ ’ 

and as such it would be 
of the Mussalmans and they alone 
entitled to exercise that right 

I hope you will now Lahore 

questio^ 15 (a) does not ^ Vs ^( b)! 

Resolution or of any of clarification. 

again It does not arise as constitution 

for tt wilt be a p‘Xst' n to de\l with 

making body chosen by ‘ body repre 

and decide all matters as constitution 

SiESsSfe*? 

. Yours sincerely 

M A JINN\H 
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,Mr Gandhi s fetter dated September 22 — 
Dear Qatd-i-Azam 

Your letter of yesterday /2!sf inst) so 
disturbed me that! thought I would postpone 
my reply till after we had met at the uiual tme 
Though I made no advance at our meeting I 
think I sec somewhat cleatly what you are 
driving at The more I think abour the two 
nation's theory the more alarming it appears to 
be The book rccomendcd by you gives me 
no help It contains half truths and its 
conclusions or inferences arc unwarranted 

am unable to accept the proposition that 
the Muslims of India are a nation distinct 
from the rest of the inhabitants of India. 
Mere assertion is no proof The consequences 
of accepting such a proposition are dangerous in 
the exereme Once the principle is admitted 
there would be no limit to claims for cutting up 
India into numerous divisions which would 
spell India's rum I have therefore suggested a 
way out Let it be a partition as between two 
brothers, if a division there must be 

You seem to be averse to a plebiscite In 
spite of the admitted importance of the League, 
there must be clear proof that rbe people 
affected desire partition In my opinion all 
the people inhabiting the area ought to 
express their opinion specifically on this 
single issue of division, ^idult suffrage is the 
best method but I would accept any other 

equivalent 

You summarily reject the idea of common 
interest between the two arms I can be no 
willing patty to a division which does not 
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provide for the simultaneous safeguarding of 
common interests such as defence, foreign affairs 
and the like. There will, be no feeling of 
security by the people of India without a recog- 
nition of the natural and mutual obligations 
arising out of physical contiguity. 

Your letter shows a wide divergence' of 
opinion and outlook between us. Thus you 
adhere to the opinion often expressed by you 
that the August 1942 resolution is ‘‘inimical to 
the ideals and demands of Muslim India” There 
IS no proof for this sweeping statement. 

We seem to be moving in a circle. I have 
made a suggestion. If we are bent on agreeing, 
as I hope we are, let us call in a third party 
or parties to guide or even arbitrate between 
us. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. K. GANDHI. 

Mr Jinnah's letter dated September 23:— 
Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

I am in receipt of your letter of September 
22nd, and thank you for it. I am sorry that 
you think I have summarily rejected the idea 
of common interest between two arms, and 
and now you put it somewhat differently 
from 15 (b), when you say there will be no 
feeling of security by the people of India 
without a recognition of the natural and 
mutual obligations arising out of physical con- 
tiguity. My answer, already given, is that 
it will be for the Constitution-making .body 
of Pakistan and that of Hindustan, or any 



other party concerned, to deal with such 
matters on the footing of thefr being two 
Independent states. 

I am really surprised when you say there Is 
no proof of what you characterize as a 
sweeping statement of mine, that the August 
1942 resolution is Inimical to the Ideals and 
demands of Muslim India. The resolution In 
its essence's as follows : — 

(a) Immediate grant of complete Inde- 
pendence and setting up immediately of a 
federal central Government on the basis of 
e united democratic Government of India 
with federated units or provinces, which 
means establishing a Hindu ra). 

(b) , that this National Government so 
set up will evolve a scheme for a constituent 
assembly, which will be chosen by adult 
franchise, which will prepare a constitution 
for the Government of India, which means 
that the constituent assembly chosen will be 
composed of an overwhelming ma/orlty of 
the Hindus, nearly 75 per cent. 

. (c> to enforce this demand of the Congres* 
the August resolution decides on and sanctions 
a resort to roa*5 cinf disobedience at your com- 
niand and «hcn ordered by you as the sole 
dictator of the Congress 

This demand Is basically and fundamentally 
opposed to the Ideals and demands of Muslim 
India of Pakistan, as embodied In the Lahore 
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Resolution, and to enforce such a demand by 
means of resort to mass civil disobedience is 
inimical to the ideals and demands of Muslim 
India, and if you succeed in realising this 
demand, it would be a death>blow to .Muslim 
India I see from the correspondence and talks 
between you and me that you arc still holding 
fast to this fateful resolution 

From the very first day of our talks you made 
It clear to me and you have repeatedly said in 
the course of our correspondence and talks that 
you have approached me in your individual 
capacity and you assured me that you were a 
seeker of light and knowledge and that you 
seriously and earnestly wanted to understand 
the Lahore Resolution and were open to convi 
ction and conversion Therefore in deference 
to your wishes I made every effort all these 
days and in the course of our prolonged talks 
and correspondence to convert you but unfor 
tunately it seems I have failed ^nd now you 
have made new suggestions and proposals by 
your letter under reply 

(1) You say I have therefore suggested a 
way out Let it be a partition as between two 
brothers if a division there must be I reallv 
do not know what this means and I would like 
you to elaborate thi« proposal and give me some 
rough outlines of this new idea of yours as to 
how and when the division is to take place and 
in what way it »s different from the division 
envisaged by the Lahore Resolution 

(2) You say let us call in a third party or 
parties to guide or even arbitrate between us 
May I point out that you have repeatedly made 
cleat to me that you are having these talks as an 
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tndividual seeker "> How can any question of a 
third party or parties to guide or arbitrate 
between us ari*!e ? 

Yours sincerelv 

» M A JINNAH 

Mr, Gandhi s letter dated September 23 

Dear Qaid i Aaam 

Last evening s talk has left a bad taste in the 
mouth Our talks and our correspondence 
«eem to run in parallel lines and never touch 
one another We reached the breaking point 
last evening but. thank God. we were unwilling 
to part We resumed discussion and suspended 
It in order to allow me to keep my time for the 
evening public prayer 

In order tbar all possible chance of making 
any mistake in a matter of this great importance 
may be removed I would like you to give me in 
writing what pteci«ely on your part you would 
want roe to put my signature to 

I adhere to my suggestion that we may call 
m some outside assistance to help us at thi« 
stage 

Yours sincerely 
M K GANDHI 

Mr. Jfnnah's letter dated September 23 — 
Dear Mr Gandhi. 

law in receipt of your letter of September 
23rd May I refer you to iny letter of to day « 
date which I sent CO you in reply to yours of 
September 22nd ? I have nothing new or fre«b 
toadd but I may say that u is not a case of your 
being asked to put your signature as representing 
any body till you clothe yourself with represent 
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ative capacity and arc t cited with authority We 
standby as I have already said, the basis and 
fundamental principles embodied in the Lahore 
Resolution of March 1940 I appeal to you 
to revise your policy and pro- 


once more 


gramme, as the future of this sub-continent 
and the welfare of the peoples of India 
demand that you should face realities. 

Yours sincerely 
M A JINNAH. 

Mr. Gandhi s letter dated September 24 — 
Dear Qaid-i Azam 

I have your two letters of 23td September in 
reply to my letters of 22nd and -3rd 

With your assistance. I am Sc 

possibilities of reaching an 
claim embodied in the Muslim Leagu 
of Lahore may be reasonably satisfied You 
must therefore have no aPj”'"'’"?®'™" * ' ' 

August resolution will stand in the ^ ^ Haalt 
reaching an agreement The resolution dealt 
with the question of India as uSainst pitain and 
It cannot stand in the way of our settlement. 

I proceed on the assumption that India is 
not to be regarded as two or more nations but as 
one family consisting of '"“"7 
the Muslims living in the North West 

Balucbistans Sindh, , u„t-o fln»w nrp 

Province and that part of Punjab where they are 
in absolute maionty over all the 
and in parts of Bengal and A”™, j'’,"' '“7. 

ate in absolute majority desire to live in separ 

ation from the rest of India 
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Differing from you on t)ie general basis 
InanvetreLmmend to the Congress and 
1 can y acceoiance of the claim 

"oaration centred ,n the Muslim 

Uague Refolutlon of Lahore of 1940 on my 
^ira:e"“ Tmam-Ited by a 

corlmission approved^by -e^ Congress^ a_nd 

through the vo equivalent method 

tne areas favour of separation it 

Ifthovote is In ^11 , 

shall be a9;«^^,Von a possible after India 
«P’”'%r!m fo e°gn domination and can 
Ij free nstituted Into two sovereign 

therefore be const t j,,,,, be a treaty 

Independent St t 5 provide, for 

of separation fjetory administration 

the efficient ^ ”e'fl«ei Internal commurd- 

t'maueri cf " -rest between the 

oonlracting pa'ties , 

‘""immediately en tte °ccep«^ 

rrrha7dS-'^"“ — 
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of action for the attainment of independence 
of India. 

, The League will however be free to 
remain out of any direct action to which the 
congress may resort and in which the 
League may not be willing to participate. 

If you do not agree to these terms- could you 
letraeknowin precise terms what you would 
have me to accept in terms of the Lahore Resolu* 
tion and bind myself to recommend to the 
Congress ? If you could kindly do this. I shall 
be able to see apart from the difference in 
approach, what definite terms I can agree to 
In your letter of 23rd September \ou refer to 
‘‘the basis and fundamental principles embodied 
in the Lahore Resolution** and a^k me to accept 
them. Surely this is unnecessary when as I feel 
I have accepted the concrete consequence that 
should follow from such acceptance 

Yours sincerely, 

M K. GANDHI. 

Mr. Jinnah's letter dated September 25th: — 
Dear Mr. Gandhi. 

I am in receipt of your letter of September 
24th, and I thank you for it. You have already 
rejected the basis and fundamental principles of 
the Lahore Resolution- 

(1) You do not accept that the 
Musalmans of India are a nation. 

(2) You do not accept that the Musai- 
mans have an inherent right of seif-deter. 
mlnation. 



^ -vJO J.1« iOU i 1_ 

^Ve^tled to exerase this right of theirs 

* 10 " self-determination 

(41 You do not accept that Pakistan is 
' ...a nf rwo zones. North-West and 
N’^th-East, comprising six provinces, namely 
Sindh Baluchistan, Nort-West Frontier 
Province, the Punjab. Bengal and Assam. 

-"'-j ror'as"mdrd"'!n“tt“ 

The matter of demarcating and 
Resolution „ken up after the 

defining th mentioned are a^cceptcdi 

f“ totP“'P°=' machtner, maybe set up 
b, agreement p„,„,ons embodied 

y°'t shore Kso? 5 tlon for safeguarding the 

m the Lahore ynjej reply 

minorities and jet lam »pIormg 

you say ,7“'’ an agreement so that 

the pn”’'” "bod?ed in the Nluslim League Reso; 
the nlali? ma? be reasonab y satisfied . 
lution of Lahnte ay therefore have no 

and ptnn'"* ' ,hL tL itugust Resolution will 
“P''u‘:rthe wa,of <.ur reaching an agreement 
stand in the w s 5,pla,ned to you that 

I have already It atanda. is a Imr, 

the 'ngust e”,; opposed to the Lahote Re- 
lot It IS fundanien'auy PI. ..^j^^t resolution 

solution yfe'ouesdon of India os against Erimn 

IrruKsg 

^agamsttheideahand^ » 

League, 
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Jagat Narayin Lai, passed by the AJJ-India 
Congress Committee in May 1942 at Allahabad, 
which in express terms, lays down as follows - 

“TheAJ.C.C IS of opinion that any pro. 
posal to disintegrate India by giving ^liberty 
to any component state or terntorh) amt 
to secede from the Indian Union or Federation 
will be highly detrimental to the best 
interests of the people of the different states 
and provinces and the country as a v/hole and 
the Congress, therefore, cannot agree to 
any such proposal ” 

These two resolutions so long as they stand, 
are a complete bar to any settlement on the 
basis of the division of India as Pakistan and 
Hindustan It is open to the Congress to 
revise and modify them, but you are only 
speaking In your Individual capacity, and even 
in that capacity you are holding fast to the 
August Resolution and you have given no 
indication of your attitude regarding Jagat 
Narayan Lai’s resolution. I have repeatedly 
made it clear after we bad discussed the Gandhi-. 
R^sjaji formula, as you maintained that, to use 
your own language ‘Rajaji not only has not put 
the Lahore Resolution out of shape and 
mutilated it but has given it substance and form, ’ 
and proceeded to say “Indeed in view of your 
dislike of the Rajaji formula, I have, at any rate 
for the moment, put it out of my mind and I 
am now concentrating on the Lahore Resolution 
m the hope of finding a ground for mutual 
agreement”. When I asked for further clarific- 
ation, winch you furnished me by your letter of 



(42) 

September 15th you starred by saying *‘I have 
shunted the Ra^a/i forniu/a and with vour assis- 
tance I am applying my mind very seriously to 
the famous Lahore Resolution of the Muslim 
League”, and thence forward the Gandhi-Rajaji 
formula was not discussed any further, and the 
question* of your representative charnccer and 
authority, which I had pointed out from the very 
commencement, therefore did not arise, as you 
had given me the task of converting you to the 
fundamentals of the Lahore Resolution, and ever 
since we discussed the Lahore Resolution only 
at great length and examined the pros and cons, 
and finally you have rejected it. As a result of 
our correspondence and discussions f find that 
the question of the division of India as Pakistan 
and Hindustan is only on your lips and it doe« 
not come from your heart, and suddenly at the 
eleventh hour you put forward a new suggestion, 
consisting only of tno sentences by your letter 
of September 22nd. saying, *‘I have therefore 
suggested a way out Let it be a partition as 
between two brothers ifa division there must be”. 

I nliturally asked you what this new suggestion 
of yours meant and wanted you to give me rough 
outlines of this new idea of yours as to how and 
when the division is to take place and m what 
way It IS different from the division envisaged 
in the Lahore Resolution and now you have 
been good enough to give roe your amplification, 
in your letter of September 24th under reply, 
in which you say ‘Differing from you on the 
general basis I can yet recommend to the 
Congress and the country the acceptance of the 
claim for separation contained in the Muslim 
League Resolution of Lahore 1940 on t/iy 
and on the following terms”. The terms clearly 
indicate that your basis IS in weal conflict with 
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and IS opposed to the fundamental basis and 
pilncipkrof the Lahore Resolution Now 
let me take your mam terms ^ 

(a) “I proceed on the assumption that India 

a\"onV°famdf conittVg^ofJ ^ 

wareacceoted and given effect to, tne 
present boundaries of these provinces would 
be maimed and ''^3® 

and leave us only w* «he husk and 
opposed to the Lahore Resolution 

? ed'^'the "ght trtelTdltrminabon 

"ll^nl^bt ^e^ciIS by the 
Tks'^am*ropposld°to the fundamentals of 
the Lahore Resolution 

■''’n ''haUbralloUd Ir^ml 

separation they shall b 

"^ref from foreign do^minations, whereas 
IS tree rron = ^ Id come to a comp- 

Tr ’’'?tramenfoTour own immediately, and 

lete settlement otour^^^ 

th^lngk our power to secure the freedom 



and independence of the peoples of India 

on the basis of Pakistan and Hindustan. 

(d) Next you say “There shall be a treaty 
of scpardtJon which shou/d aJso provide for the 
efficient and saliafactory administration of 
foreign affairs defence, internal communications 
custotnsi commerce and the like which must 
necessarily continue to be matters of common 
interests between the contracting patties** 
If these vital matters are to be administered 
fay some 'central authority, you do not 
Indicate what sort of authority or machinery 
will be set up to administer these matters, 
and how and to whonn again that authority 
will be responsible According to the Lahore 
Resolution, as I have already explained to 
you, ail these matters, which are the life* 
blodd of any state, cannot be delegated to 
any central authority or government. The 
matter of security of the two states end 
the natural and mutual obligations that may 
arise out of physical contiguity will be for 
the constltutlcn-makJng body of Pakistan and 
that of Hindustan, or other party concerned, 
to deal with on the footing of their being two 
Independent states As regards the safeguard- 
ing of the rights of minorities, I have 
already explained that this question of 
safeguarding the minorities is fuily stated in 
the Lahore Resolution 

You will therefore see that the entire basis 
of your new proposal is fundamentally opposed 
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to the Lahore Resolution, and as I have already 
pointed out to you both in the correspondence 
and in our discussions, it is very difficult for me 
to entertain counter-proposals and negotiate 
and reach any agreement or settlement with 
you as an individual unless they come from you 
in your representative capacity 
same difficulty with regard to the Gandhi Rajaji 

formula, and I made It clear to you at the very 
outset, but the formula was discussed as you 
asserted that it had mcr the Lahore Resolution in 
substance, but while you were furnishing me 
with the clarification of this formula, you shunted 
It and we confined ourselves to the Lahore 
Resolution, and hence the question or your 
representative capacity did not arise regarding 
tins formula But now you have m your letter 
of September 24ch madeanev proposal of your 
Own on your own basis and the same ditiiculties 
present themselves to me as before, and it is 
difficult to deal with it any further unless it 
comes from you in your representative capacity 

I cannot agree with you when you finally 
wind up by saying “In your letter or «ra 
September you refer to the basis and funda- 
mental principles embodied in the Lahore 
Resolution and ask me to accept them ourely 
this IS unnecessary when as I feel I have accepted 
the concrete consequence that should follow 
from such acceptance’ This is obviously far 
from correct Why not then accept the 
fundamentals of the Lahore Resolution and 
proceed to settle the details’ 

Your's sincerely 
MA JINNAH 
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M, Gandh,. letter dated September 25- 

Dear Qald > this latter 

Yesterday s talk I will not mmd 

on you which 3 

Our ennvcrsations to jj 

result of y°“^, and your consultations 

July last over his Committee thereon 

with the League suCgostmg a meeting 

and my own letter to proposal of yesterday 
|"?weInyouana.r,e , 1,3 e^ent.aj 

of ' re°5c..ns the ““Opportunity 

PO'"” “dividual and not t" j tlfat if I reach 
as an inOi ^^^j.3„se we bei v use 

capacity tt ‘s u ,t will ^ .5 League 

anagreemernrof b^the country 

in the „,i acceptance ot it oy piement 

settln^^'^l'^ran. nr madn.^^^ 

“etlorts to cony'"" f evEu arbitration^ 

S'p1n.aanc=»^'-“Yours^s.n=e^y. 
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Mr Jinnah s letter dated September 26 — 
Dear Mr Gandhi 

25th 

m fact for you to correspondence 

come about as a result oi y , i it is 

with Rajajl m July ‘"'“j yoyr consultations 

equally baseless to ay thereon 

w'lth tL League Working "tr- 

It was entirely n rc>pon e ru j 

17th 1944 which I your pa« 

Srinagar with a '/"ended that letter by saying 
to meet you and y ou enoeo ^ 

'Do not di )th 1944 I intimated to 

Srinagar dated July jth my 

you that I would ' return which would 

house in Bombay on rw f Augu't This 

probably be about the ^ Working 

was long before the me=tin^^o^^_j ^ 

Committee or that before I reached 

India Muslim here and told me 

Lahore and ^ cbing me in your individual 

that vou were approaching ^ 

capacity I at on I 

informed 700 “° ,,3^ „„ 

that the poa't'oo^r^ further that it was not 

precedent to tiate agreement 

'’°?"^ Lth the parties were fully represented 
one sided business as it will not be 
For It IS organi-^ation in any sense 

binding P ^ would a< an individual only 

^^^^mendit if any agreement IS reached to the 
r^SSes* and the country whereas M would 
u binding upon me as the President of the 
Muslim League I cannot accept this position^ 
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, hope ,op do see Ac u^aKness and 8re« 

^iriera?/fVan“one"ou„de„.a„d 

''a "^‘‘mplAed m°?oS' lltKr'of leptember 

«raCdt=en"t, cans, rep., 

'r -eCr" “AT^nncr anld 

toaddrcssAe mean 6 the matter 

they feel .■'ee/ej'etms y session let me 

should be j a member or delegate is 

inform yon ''‘“' mate m the deliberations of Ac 
hi cSunci. or in Ac open session 


onts.de technicality but a mat er o 

and.t«”°'YYo|ly t'Oiprocate your desire of 
substance ^ League settlement 

securing a va i have failed to convince 

Ho«ey«^Ij'y®” al I was hopeful of doing 


you 

80 


’fo-'A’A^jlNNAH 

Gandhis. etter dated September 26- 

Dear ‘ you of yesterday left 

„ of my afroined from dealing 

’^elf I would ^ our meeting 

omys®** *i-»»esr before ou *n finish 


n v‘f i°^ou!d have renamed trom . 

rcha^rof-tespondence 
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I confess I am unable to understand your 
persistent refusal to appreciate the fact that the 
formula presented to you by me m my letter of 
the 24th as well as the formula presented to you 
by Rajaji give you virtually what IS embpdied in 
the Lahore Resolution providing at the 
same time what is absolutely necessary to 
make the arrangement acceptable to the country 
You keep on saying that I should accept certain 
theses which you call the basis and fundamental 
principles of the Lahore Resolution while I 
have been contending that the best way for us 
who differ in our approach to the problem is 
to give b idy to the demand as it stands in the 
resolution and work it out to our mutual satisfac 
tion It is on this pUn that I understand 
Raiaii s formula to be conceived and it is on the 
same plan that I have tried to work it out in 
the course of and as a result of our talks 
I contend that either gives you the substance 
of the Lahore Resolution Unfortunately you 
reject both And I cannot accept the Lahore 
Resolution as you want me to especially when you 
seek to introduce into its interpretation theories 
and claims which I cannot accept and which 1 
cannot ever hope to induce India to accept 

Your constant references to my not being 
clothed with representative authority are really 
irrelevant I have approached you so that if you 
and I can agree upon a common course of action 
I may use what influence I possess for its 
acceptance by the Congress and the country 
If you break it cannot be because I have no 
representative capacity or because I have been 
unwilling to give you satisfaction in regard to the 
claim embodied m the Lahore Resolution 

Yours sincerely, 

M K GANDHI 



(50) 

Mr Jtnnah's letter dated September 26 — 

Dear Mr Gandhi, 

I have receiv<»<I your letter of September 
?6th. and I note that you have written it with 
Rajiji s advice Of ccorsc. it is for you to follow 
such advice as you may choose to do so, but I 
am only concerned for the moment with you 
I note that at the last moment you have resutrc* 
cted the Gandhi Rajajj formula, although it was 
shunted all this tunc, and you proceed to say 
that this formula gives me virtually what is 
embodied in the Lahore Resouhion You fur- 
ther say that on the s-inie plan you beve tried to 
formulate your latest proposals, as mentioned in 
your letter of September 24tb and you maintain 
char etcher gives me che subscance of chc Lahore 
Resolution In your previous letter you asserted 
that your formula gives me the “essence” of the 
Lahore Resolution ( see very close family 
resemblance between the two, and the sub- 
stance of one or the other Is practically the 
same, only It Is put In different language, 
and I have already expressed my opinion 
that in my judgement they neither meet 
the substance nor the essence of the Lahore 
Resolution. On the contrary, both are 
calculated to completely torpedo the Pakistan 
demand of Muslim India I have never ashed 
you accept cerain theses nor have I introduced 
any theories in the Lahore Resolution Theses 
and theories are matters tot scholars to indulge 
in 

lam sorry I have to hut I am com- 

oelled to do so. that I cannot agree with you that 
my references to your not being clothed with 
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representative authority are really 
On the contrary, they have an important hearing, 
as I havd already explained to you more than 
once You again repeat that if you and 1 can 
agree upon a common course of action, you 
may use what influence you P^sess for its 
acceptance hy the Congress and the J 

have already stated from the very be6>nning that 
that IS not enough, for the 

fiiven Your representative capacity comes into 
Ifay when you are making counter Pt°PP=aIs. 
a^i^I cannot understand how 5°“ ■' 

IS irrelevant No responsible organuation can 
enlertam any proposal from any individual, 

entertain any H . jggg jg backed up 
however 2re recofinircd organization, 

^d*'cnmes'irom Its fully accrcditedreptc>entative 
Howe«r!l need not labour this point any more, 
fsThave already explained it in our previous 
correspondence 

If a break comes, it will be because you 
have not satisfied me in regard to the essence 
of the claim embodiedio the Lahore Resolution. 
It IS not a question of your being unwilling, but 
“ I" . ,t IS so If a break comes it will be 
.nfortuoate If one does not agree with 
r differs from you, you ate always right and 
Se“othi party IS always wrong, and the next 
Amg IS that many arc waiting prepared, m your 
cVrde to pillory me when the word goes, but I 
“ t face all threats and consequences, and I 
«n only act according to my ludgment and 

conscience. 

Yours sincerely. 

M A JINNAH 



MR GANDHI S FIRST SPEECH AFTER THE 
BREAKDOWN OF NEGOTIATIONS 

At the end of the evening public prayer which 
took place immediately after his last irtcr% lew tv ith 
Mr Jmnah on September 27 Gandhiji addressed 
the audience Speaking in Gujrati he said he 
was not addressing them in Hindustani a« before 
because he wanted bis words to go straight to 
the hearts of the audience most of whom were 
Guiratis He had particularly the women in 
mind who were not accustomed to Hindustani 
speech 

He had told them that when the talks were 
over he would let them know the result That 
stage had been reached the day befoie hut as 
rhe correspondence were not ready its 
S relate tad t.ll ‘hat day 

Shorired copies of the correspondence had 
now been sent to the Press with a prefatory 
statement by the Qaid-i A.am 

Hitherto he had told them that he was not 
vw,fKr,iit hope with regard to the outcome of the 
rile HeLd to confess that the result that he 
hoping for materialized But he 

^ j «« conic of disappointment or despondency 

H was convinced that even out of that break 
down good would result 

Although the Qaid i-^zam and he had known 
ch other fairly well m public life before, they 
d never come into such close personal contact 
Their conversations were carr.ed out with 
friendliness and cordiality He wanted all the 
communities to cultivate the same spirit of 



( 54 ) 

friendliness and cordiality in their relations with 
one aTther The, should try to convert one 
another through it 

Thev might ask, why was it then that he and 
the Oaid l-Aaam had failed to conve« each 
tLH His reply was that he had tried his level 
£ to CO as far as he could to meet the 

n o4'am's viewpoint He had taken in- 

?alctlable pains to understand him and to make 
himself understood But he had failed 

He had placed before the Qaid-I-Azam 
Raiali's formula but that did not commend 
itsilftohlm. He had thereupon put forth 
l.t nrnoosal of his owo 10 its placo but 
even^that ha'^d failed to secure Jinnah Saheb's 
^ t tn thiS samG wsVs Jinnsh Sflhsb s 
had failed to commend Itself to him. 
r/e the o them had been weak, they would 
J oosslblv come to some sort of agree- 
'’“'' tC a retponsiblementhey could not 
"ir^tobeS A helmsman had to be 

unwavering or else the ship would 

firm and unw ri 9 
founder upon theJcKs 

ihte that both of them might bo In the 
possible that b« felt himself to 

re'n'the rrght he could not let go his hoi 

cause grief to the sr He 

give cause for Jeh™ i j , sentence in their 

frewtheir attenr on to Ael^^^ 

t^VlSreiSoHhtir effort 
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Although they had help 

each other’s view point, the c .f, 1£ 

them to do so They should not lose hea« ^_li 
there was any one who had rM , Vgd at the 
appointed It was he He ^i®*^ , . already 

Qaidi-Aaam’s door But 

observed there '"n= n“j‘*“P°h‘^and non-violence 
was not for a votary ot trucn failed to 

to ^Jd"af'°Failure should only 

yield the effort God alone knew 

serve as Spur to futtner eiro for them to 

what was best for them instead of 

question Gods ways 1 ij r<»(jard the break- 
feeling despondent they should regard the bj:ea^_^ 

down as a ftort for establishing true 

incentive for greater enort 

unity among the various communities 



Mr GANDHI s PRESS STATEMENT 
dated 28th SEPTEMBER i944 

Is a matter of deep regret that we two 
could not reach an agreement But there 
ti no cause for disappointment The break* 
down Is only so called It is an adjournment 
sine die Each one of us must now talk to the 
public and put our viewpoints before them 
if we do so dispassionately and If the public 
co-operate, we may reach a solution of the 
seemingly insoluble at an early date. My 
experience of the precious three weeks 
confirms me in the view that the presence 
of the third power hinders the solution A 
mind eTislaved cannot act as if It was free 
I need riot impute base motives to the Rulers 
to prove what seems to me to be an axiom- 
atic truth. Neverthless, I am going to 
continue to work for the solution as I have 
been during these three weeks The questions 
for consideration are simple Has the RajaJI 
formula or mine made a reasonable approach 
to the Lahore Resolution? If they or either 
of them IS such an approach all parties and 
especially the members of the Muslim League 
should ask the Qafd-i-Azam to revise his 
opinion If Rajaji and I have stultified the 
Lahore Resolution we should be educated 
The chief thing Is for the Press and the 
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public to avoid partisanship and bitterness ' 

“ I shall act as my inner voice tells me’ , replied 
Mr Gandhi to a question on his future plans, 
whether he propo ed to concentrate on a Hindu 
Muslim settlement or take up political work, seeking 
imprisonment if neceasarj 

\sked how far the offer he had made had con 
ceded the demand made in the Lahore Resolution of 
the League, Air Gandhi emphasized tliat the Rajaji 
formula or the formula that he presente 1 conceded 
the substance of the League demand 

‘ Tn my opinion, either formula gives as much 
AS can reasonably be expected with due regard to 
the interests of the whole of India, he said 

In answer to a question whether his offer was 
to be treated now as withdrawn, he said that so far 
as he was concerned the offer he had made stood 
It wa** not made m any bargaining spmt 

‘ T think, ’ he said “it i« a just solution of 
the problem and it is in the spirit of the pohey 
which the Congress has consiatently adopted in 
connection with the communal question, namely, 
self determination ’ 

A number of questions were put on the repre 
tentative character of the two leaders who con 
ducted the negotiations and why Air Gandhi 
prolonged the talks when he was appir^ed of Mr 
Jinnah s views on the first dav of the talks 

Air Gandhi answered “I am a man reputed 
to have inexhau-itible patience and I Iwve no 
reason to despair of either being converted by 
the Qaid i Azam or m mj turn converting him 
Therefore, so long as there was the J^ghtest 
possibility, I clung to the hope that we shall pull 
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1 i, TT««+(» in 8uch cases is a 
through to a should, therefore, 

““1 -vestoday was real'.' 

X'J°tL%l.nh<.uld^ta" been taken m.o 

“"“X “fh"noXS 

St."? wr^ow now eaeb othee better 
than ever before 

‘■™-'”Tk‘?s?tSre™^ tiri rW- 

SS?ttXo?"tt??Ssf asked a repartee 

Mr Gandh, «P;;'^,,“UaX.hrrgh? 

admitted that claim, bu a 

out that the M ^ | organlaation It 

most representative Mmiim b 

would have been H)r^ always been aware 
;ra?fhXt:;utsldetheUag«a,argeb^ 
“ftl?&gu-nd Whlch does no. believe 
io the two nations. beoy.^^ 

jlr Gandhi assert^ ^ approached the 

„adnat been .he\id ■ A-n, 

irrnart of the figMf'’' f-wdam, be ».d 

wasitseUnp*” . , . _f tho two 

batasfnend! formula 

,f ,heRalailfot">“'»"'’'‘ ° 
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had conceded the substance of the Lahore 
Resolution, then why not agree to the 
resolution itself’ was the next question 
Mr Gandhi replied “Although the resolu 

tion does not say so. if you study the 

correspondence. It shows that it Is based on 

the two nations theory and it has been 

known as the Pakistan Resolution Further 

I had to examine the T ° 

the interpretation put upon 

in his numerous speeches and 

elucidation of the resolution It is 

ble that the resolution, 

enunciate that theory. ’* 

theory The Qaid l-Azam has “P°" 

that ^Therefore. I urge that apart from the 

Zo nations theory, if I could accept the pnn 

ciple of division of India in 

the demand of the League, ho should accept 

rt tuT unfortunately It was Just there we 

spilt ” 

Asked about Mr Jinnaho views regor^g a. 

of my coneeptiou °f my letter If J 

any reservation because I could not 

did not go any further. It ww ^ 

and, even ^ “jj not go any further But 
^ould have to say Azam attached greater 

"Tto STen It wSritenTo hun to put tt into^ 
r^?e“ I would hrvo then taxed myself and 



«nrod no clTort to accept tlic pcoponlion or to 
make FOmc other MippcFtiona 

Mr Gandhi was told that those Muslims who 
did not see eye to eye w.th the l-«guu 
no real Muslim backing He replied. There 
fore l-havesaid that the League is by far 
1^0 more representative of Muslim opinion 
hut I cannot despise the others by simply 
saving that they have no Muslim backing 
Wh«doesitma«er,f they have no more 

Muslim backing If '^'^VXsIims 

a single Muslim, or by a body of Muslims 
von can count on your fingers, is 

h!ttWcally sound ? The way of approaching 
Intrinsically examine the numerical 

ch ef hote behind the opinion, but to 
strength of those benina 

examine never reach a soullon, 

merits, or * l„bo , blind solution 

,nd lfwereach ono. lt Win 'S 

‘’'"/’''"llXIarVest b^dy goes wrong, It Is 
t;tme"':-''w?ong and not to 
submit. , 

1 mainritv does not mean that 

”1^ °s" '’■ft'T” ^ ■ 

^ II .«-l it llP tllK'lpIlt 

,J';vSS^r;r^^lnm...nli.,...ulc,c..hi.r.. 
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and communal basis He replied that MiR-e at- 
was for provinces on a linguistic basis 

As for redistribution on a cultural b I'^is he did 
not reallj know what it meant and he wa» unable 
to understand how province® could be reconstituted 
on communal lines unleb'« there was a Suggestion 
that there should be inter migration of the various 
communities to concentrate in particular areas It 
seemed to him to be fantosticand impossible “We 
are not,*’ he said, ‘inhabiting a country full of 
deserts and wastelands We are a densely populated 
country and I do not <ee the slightest chance foi 
such redistribution 

*‘In that respect the Lahore Resolutior is quite 
sound — where there is an obvious Muslim nnjonta 
they should be allowed to constitute a separate 
State bj theraselresand that has b(ienfull\ conceded 
in the Rajaji formula or mj formula There 19 not 
much distinction between them That right I^ 
conceded without the '•lightest reservation 
But if It means utterly independent sove> 
reignty so that there is to be nothing in 
common between the two, I hold it is an 
Impossible proposition. That means war to the 
knife. It IS not a propooition that resohe'^ it elf 
into a voluiitn'-\ or friendh solution 

“Therefore, the Rajaji fornuda and ni\ formuh 
have presented certain things to be jn common 
between soaereign State Theirforc there is no 
question of one partj m erbearing the other or the 
Centre hftMUg an oaerbearmg Hindu majority T 
think our formula should bo enticalK and S5ra}»a 
thetiealh examined audit would be found that C 
formula concedes evirattung that could rt i-'otiaf 
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they 3 v 2 and not separation in the face 

he ivithm our^TCS r ^ jjjg^ separate, 

of tho whole 

cySK we“? The world mil bWI reoogmzo 

'"'a “1 ‘' cLSSe loSgh M^dh, 

Muslims felt that the false position 

W»erd, Indian nationahem 

,v netionaliat, h ^ th ) 

rtn>hod), Oaid 1 Aiam, I approached him 

itliiiiproachedtho Qa d jj and Nntionahtt 

,„ ihe '“““""u" SItL-.llsls^ KationahBtlloali^ 
MushinlMid o‘“" " ‘ delighted when I opproaehed 
j, tar nil >“0^ „ore looking „? 

Ihe theeonfidenee thatl wonld not 

'"S‘rhe n S»tB rcpreBonled by them 
^ell the Nationalist "Mu-lim represents 

“Undoiihtedly, the Masliias also who 

the nation, Ho S?'*’’,'’' 

' inrt of the natiOT u mtereste 

,l,.!ojalty. if taught mo that I would ho 

Stfotdtr^*^ -fl 

S'clelndiO” ' djferenco between hie 

tind the S‘ 
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“There is vcrj great difference In 1942, lUiau h i 
not ‘burst’ on the scene as he did at the Aca 
Palace with a concrete proposition It reflect^ 
great credit on his persistence He never takes nn 
a standpoint without the fullest consideration and 
having taken it up, he follows it to t^e bitterest 
end Ho had abundant faith m my loyaltj and hi 
never gave me up as I have never given him un 
When ho found me in the Aga Khan Paiaco and 
presented the formula, I did not take even five 
hnnutes and I said ‘\es because I saw ,l 
concrete shape 

■•My mmd is narrbw I have not rood mud, 
literature I toy® ““t '■«>” 1 

have concentrated upon certain thiiigyn life and 
beyond that 1 have no other interest Therefore, I 
Sd not reaUze the meaning of Rajaji s stand md 
“disliked It But when he came with a concrete 
formula— I myself a concrete being of flesh and 
WMd-and when he had put something in concrete 
Diooa could hug it and touch it There 

fere ’’yon see the vast difference between 1942 and 
♦ d ’ However thereby I have not departed 
from tho Congress standpomt in general terms 
r nfftess has accepted self determination md the 
Kai^i formula has also accepted the principle of 
elf determination and therefore the formula had 
become common ground ” 

Proceeding, Mr Gandhi explained that he accep 
ted the pnnciple of Sovereign States, consistent witli 

fnendlm^s “Friendliness suggests,* he said ‘that 
before the whole world we must act as one nation 
not umfced by extraneous circumstances or undM 
bv force of British arms but united by a 
force, that is, our own determined will ' ^ 
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MR Gandhis interview to “news. 
CHROnVe’ on 29.h SEPTEMBER 1944. 

n tnld me wliv 1«8 talks with Air Jinnah 

,„,;‘^u'!.”;Sucfrsol„.ion n^duM^hn. 

dilT« reiieos*. 

,.l could not accept the two nations 
I This was Mr Jinnah s demand 

He wanti immediate recognition of the 

wLthWest Frontier Province, Sind, the 
1 ef the Punjab, Bengal and Assam as 
e.on and completely independent Pak. 
^.iils Mr Oandhi to agreo to this ompu 
istan "t" f Mlthoilt coiisilltlllg 

tatioii ft™' ,„i,i,bitinl8 bi plebiscite Holies 
t„e ,Si;,opal«cb formula I ad.ed 

rcjiited the prepared to recosnmo as 

Mr Gandhi wli«^> J’jb^ro„1d be anj hope 

PnU-tanandoli wnas jj,, frank and pteeis. 

of agreement in f. turn that ’ ■ 

Hc.cphe.1, , „„„i, he i- 

Mr Jmn»l‘ ho lunfimf* th 


•A latvv... 

I brlie\e 
pufTcnng 


lie ,,,cerp. but I tmnk ue 

Mr Jinnoh is -nieere, ,„,gu,e. that an uii. 

from halUtcmafo" «t,en happiness 

natural diM'i"'' , ,.„,„cernod It u;aa my 
or t)rciM«- , there wn3 tliD fafeguard 

sucgcstioii that pro ,j .an„eignty for the 
/vf-viiltbisoit’ tuore hilt it should bo 

homU of ol’wnco lictwecn Hindustan 
Jcc^iniTHmoclbjbom^^^^^,^ policy 

md I’lkistan on foreign 

"°'T „ot bor“'>J"“''“"^ ’ 

v,on I'l nsjb 
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ation Such a <h\j‘'ion would not ercito an artifieiil 
s>pbt bctwe''n people who whatever their religion^ 
faiths are dc'cendcd from a common stock and are 
all Indian^ •‘Unfortiinatelj <aid "Mr Gandhi, 
“Mr. Jinnah nouul have none of it and asked me to 
agree to the ])rincip’e of two nation-* > cntireK 
separate ” I asked Mr Gandhi if he had adopted 
this attitude because he thought he could not ‘sell’ 
-uch a division to the countr> or becau'C be thought 
it wrong in principle He replied, “Btcauso it is 
fundamentaHv wrong m principle If I hid thought 
Mr. Jmnih’s view w a« right cv cn though the whole 
world wore against me I would Jiave accepted it 
pcrsonallj and given him inj unquestioned nllegi 
ance ” I tlicn asked Mr Gindin, “If Mr Jinnah 

agreed to jour view of division, but insisted there 
should be no plebiscite ora plebiscite m which onlv 
Muslims would vote, woiild>ou settle on this ba«is« ’ 
Mr Gandhi inswcred, “Never, How could I 
agree m a pcr-onal or any other capacity to decide 
the future of millions of people without their having 
anything to sa^ about their destiny?” “Mhat , 
I asked “was iour impression of Jlr Jinnnh’s 
attitude on the question of an interim National 
Government which >oh outlined to me m July?” 
Mr Gandhi replied *‘Mr Jinnah lias said that, 
he IS deeply interested in Independence, but it dm 
not seem to me that he set as great store by it as 
immediate recognition of the Pakistan he wants 
Whereas, you see, my new has been aU along that 
we cannot be free among ourselves until we are 
free from imjieual dommation We have parted as 
friends The«e dajshavc not been wasted lam 
convinced that Mr Jmnah is a good man I hopo 
we shall meet again I am a man of praj er and 
I shall pr^'-y understanding Tn the meantime 
it is the duty of the pubhc to digest the situation 
and bring the pressure of then opinion upon us ” 



MR JINN4H S STATEMENT AT A 
CONFERENCE HELD on 4th OCTOBER 1944 

"Mj .ttcntion has hm. dn«n 

the mind and ooul to be cnslaml 

.Mpito or that third party 

-"“ft'25n,ln.le’?e^rerro 

he IS inciting us assertion throughout 

keeps on ™P' ?'"9‘ Cermet the essence of 

his statement that ho hesm^^^ 

the Lahore ^ shape of the Gandhi 

his offer or offert f "P sais which he 

Ralajifetmuia and his ownp ^P 

put forth at the e 8„b'tincc there is no 

pent man cw now bis omi 

difference bct^ttccntn „ll the cs‘-cntials 

start"' 
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and as Mr Gaiullu i3 making st-vt* mtnt after 
statement and giMng interviews which are so 
misleading, I am compe’led to deal with what ho 
cills his offer Let US examine at least the 
main points 

1 Immediate grant of Independence to 
India as one single national unit, 

2 Immediate setting up of a national pro\i 
sional interim government of his conception, as 
defined bj him m his letter of September lo, which 
IS as follows A provisional Interim government 
which will be responsible to the elected 
members of the present Assembly or a 
newly elected one U willliave all the powcis 
tho,o of tlio Commandor in Chief donng th« 
war. and fall poners thereafter It wiU bo the 

authority to give effect to the agreemeat that may 

be armed at between the Congrea and the League, 
the hi, It docs not only recognise the oawtenco 
fi a ttard party, but hand, over to him all the po 
wem of the Comiiiandcr in Chief dunii„ the war, and 
tbTDefonce wliieli is the most vital and overpower 
i„„ Department This clearly means the estab- 
lishment immediately of a Central unitary or 

Federal government in charge of the entire 

civil administration with an over-whelming 
maiority of Hindus in the Legislature, which 
villi be not less ‘he" P®'' 
the Cabinet will be responsible. 

*1 That when such a government is established 
'*11 be for Government, so established, to 
xug constitution of free India or it w ill set up J 
tram -which will frame the constitution after’^ 

theVitiA Power is withdrawn 
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,n and continue to be adminstered by a 
Central authority or Government. 

rri . v.h'it Mr calU i rartition or 

has b% ln-< orr.r ■sMi'.fiD'a he diflicull to 

„r„.o .ortn,„.« •u,,. 

:Sd «-<'r<.on, nlucli l‘o lo-r on r.,v,..nc 

..f tmOr iclin.! P* 

What !•' tli» 11 If a'l* rtipopt Oip*p 

lonfvi-'ion vor*e wn j %»nUl'li tmj> nml 

t,n.s I ml tv bnr.al of V vU-tnn 

^ sloiipb of f , 5 „U hi f\y, If 

{jL;;,7uKU n. Ul- rcciubon, 

Mr - 

t truHl n 'to | his uliiiMil 

■■ ■' 

rt'aoh of A ih« prc'simil Hu* 

I liii|« III >■ I"' 'd I, f,i| o„ .Iraf ram 
,,„Wic .,,1 „l,,t .l,^t.lle «o' j>l'«'"' 

IM I'll';''""''' „„„r M'l« fll' I" 

‘"“rfi'iiir ■' 

rtii orcti'O'*^' ^ ^ 

pro-^nP' ‘it InliPM lli'‘*' Iiel'i' 

Mr nluXoftll. I,rl.on:nci.ol.ltl™' 

l.r 'Tmicm.lii" „,„1 „ ,l,hi-inii In’ 

lint It 11 IJ, nrlmllii ar rlanlic'l In 

' ,»,I.er ni"> < '<■ " ™ I iVu . Cmr-O T*'"'. i"'"' 



Hi» contnchctions and inconsistencies even in 

a single letter, however short ac M"”"* 

and the sum total „f all that has happened dnriiig 
the past four weeks presents one with a Chmc 
purzle I will give one instance nmoii„st man} 

Where there is an obvious Atiishm majontv 
thev should have the fullest right to consU tu te 
themselves into a separate State ^ 

iitterlv independent sovcreigntv so that there is 
roSne in common b-ftwein the two I hold 
d as an impossih-c p^pnntion Then it means a 
fight to the knife 

Hero IS an apostle and a devotee of non violence 

‘c‘s9 

HI- Dcrlnps under provoc-ition again 

ted tlmthe'^hT never admitted the claim of 
asserted that ne i authoritative 

the (I®, Jliishras and darUj hmttcd 

S”thcre are other Miishn. otgamzatioiis with a 
that there opinion behind them who 

large hod} a} o with the League and do not 

nnortthe tro -iation theorj Thereby he has 
made an attempt to discredit the Mus- 
?m League and disrupt the Mussalmans 
he knows that that is not true Of course 
" alion can nttniii ah oluto and complclo 
miammit}. cent per cent 

In one breath Mr Gandhi agrees to the 
Jnr.nie of division and in the . 

^gkes^ proposals which go to destroy the 
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c''f .nd,a Mr G.ndh. an e.,g. 

s.a,a 

„ou’illies«’;r’‘°‘‘~'„°;|, of their intention 

non Muslim liorder nrO j ^ i^^^ j,n„„l, 

to join PiWistaii J^hore resolution 

"‘‘'T'. ‘;e,?th«t°tlTc *' irimi J'ouM lie on the bssis 

wluch that , -a rtf tlic mx provinces, i c 

the North 'Y \ and IHlnch.^tan, subject to 

Siiul, Bcn.:«l *t,at migbt be neeeMwy IIo . 

temtorwUdl"‘‘^'!‘5^, ‘^lubiect to" and explained 
cmphiistsed the troru 1 iipply to ono 

that territorial ? t‘ t^luiclustan and Pakistan 
siileonl, Mr Juinah said, "thatlftro 

**I liiado It oletr, ‘ . Lahore resolution 

„geeo on tho f™;'” Lmrcating or dedums the 
then tin ‘>”,V,° ,akenup!ater in the •anoe way 

Sr'r'questmn of '’“"“{"'S “iko ono GoveTnmrnt 

"riStm^S, “ 

settlement here " interrupt* 

■ But there aro imt^^erj ^ 

od a rel«' f r „ cointitution making 
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Gandlu sa>slhat .t dcjM-nd-, on the inner TOicc_ 

I have no admission to that place I cannot saj 

The Jlushm Uipie 

hohadanj acheme for the con-titotion "f 

Mr Jinnah eaid that the principle of lal-iston 
should ho first accepted and the scheme 

^“T^t^i-r^efcrred'r'^^^^ 

nZdj. the absence of taro 

on behalf of Hindustan and “ 

‘ments'' '’if the° pn^c^ploTf dn ismn'w^s accepted 

would har e to choose then 

bodies Those bodies as lep questions of mutual 

come to an agreement on aarious matters 

■ Tate the case of the continents of ■imerioa," 

'atirand atfm"ents with «gwd to — 

interests E^'=h'^J'';,t,fe„ch other for trade, 
their own agreement „„ things 

commerce and even treaties are 

that can be adjusted Ag^^^ countries that have 

entered Here, the two nations aia 

Scighboum and have physical contiguity ” 

1 \-'r-h''d "dSf “hiT SmeS 

which he had dealt Gandhi have 

mftcrrf^hem StisBcd the essence or_ substance 

of the Lahore esoluUon He had 



(-i) 

* ^ r,i1K "Mr Gandhi si>s,’ 5Ir Jmmh 

Sr-Sat .£ t,s —-r ’■Sn 

fh”Me' ‘‘“‘.rir-S w 

‘I have made m\ conlnhu 

rt.U making *“* how it wi'l ""t 

s“-.'rss:fin^2" 

SmKi'lSet hi-aiiantr 



MR JINNAH S INTERVIEW TO THE 
representative of the "NEWS 
CHRONICLE", LONDON, ON 
4th OCTOBER 1944. . 


• There is only one practical, realistic way 
of resowing Muslim-Hindu d.fferences. 
This is to divide India into the two sovereign 
Palclstan and Hindustan by the 
I n nf the Whole of the North-West 
^n^rerP evince! Muchlstan, Sind. Punjab, 
rronuei as sovereign Muslim 

Bengal stand, and for each 

o/us^to rust !he o^er to give equitable 

to Hindu minorities In Pakistan 
4 Mus im minorities in Hindustan. VVe 
!!eoared to trust twenty-five million 
I? ? rn them if they wiil trust us." 

Muslims expressed to ine to-day by Jlr. 

This view ^ conversation on 

Jinnah Gandhi. "Tho offer made to 

hw , Jinnah, “is an insult to uitelUgence. 

us , saia i» • gp a, plebiscite where MusUms 
IwasasK majority. What was meant 

are not in ^ Gandhi. His 

o^y where we are more than 
reply Jn^ entire population should 

sev^ty p ^ control without a vote. In this he 
from Sir. Rajagopalachan, who said we 
^b^^ld accept the legal definition of absolute 


should means fifty-one per cent of the'*^ 

Sire population of an election areo. 
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Constitution'under which such a Federation would 
work These are matters of fundamental impor 
tance How could I agree to the scrapping ot 
the present Constitution and “ 

one as a substitute, aa proposed bv Mr Candlii 
on the basis of a united India democritie, parlia 
mentary Government which would 
operation at once If wo agree to this, Ih” < 1 “ 
tion of Pakistan would be shelved 
and practicallv buried That is what r . ♦ 
wanted me to do ‘If yon do not give me what 
r want’, sajs Mr Gandhi. ‘I wj^ll reserve the oght 
to resort to mass civil disobedience I . 
be accused of being pro British No I"dian ^“‘7 

of the name wants foreign domination But don t 
you see that if I agreed to join this ‘h^t; ‘ * 
iould only be by my accepting the Con^ 
demands, which are opposed to , Pnju 

British Government surrendered, Muslm Ind ^ 
would be faced not only by Tlmdu 1 i 
but a Hindu majority to 

CO operation If Mr Gandlu does 
resort to civil disobedience, he slmul ' 
withdraw the August Resolution I^ , 

draw It He 10 emphasizes It The fact IS th 

Hindus want some kind of agreement which 
will still give them 

over Mutlims They will not recon^e 
themselves to our complete 

There was another fiindamenta ° ® i capacity, 
way Mr Gandhi talked lo his p told 

I a^s the President of the P“;=oi the 

him if we agree and -"J, Committee 

agreement, 1 am discredit^ ,,^5 talking as an 
turns you down, yo can say I Gandhi 

individual and you arc as you wer * . Bnti'h 
has also sold thit the presence of the Unti u 
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There ar^some British 
impedes oiir but there is nolhms 

iihodo not 5 0 minds nnd 

to prevent US Kg’ f our coming to 

‘mil. No l'°T" J“",.nS21?the Mujm eWm 

any agreement m t^ recognized. Then 

to «0'"P’®^‘n‘"ha?r^r«o co-operation between 
only It will be freely given by 

Muslim and Hindu houses and 

men who are to the domination of 

-ro£«narst 'A 

point of view 



MR JINN AH S interview TO THE 
SPNTATIVE OF THE * DAILY WORKER 
LONDON ON 5 TH OCTOBER 1944 

,^oT,'’Mo.rvrT.....,h ,.H .-rounder 
stand the Pakistan demand m Its full sjgnif 
cance ,t is to be bor^e .n 

Provinces v a NW h . Bengal 

n the >^.rth East of this sub 
and Assam in th 70 million 

m" and total population of Muslims 
T no?^be Us'^tLn 70 per cent 

would not Hindus drib'll people 'tticl 

Ihe rest « '“"’1’°“', "c^o „,ncs that Mu Imis 
e'taliUsli PoIisHil IS ail mcleiwudeut 

T>t. tin tiK. Mullins demand for 
t, d the Corres|roiid»nt Mr Ti mail 
freedom’ a* ^^tl demand for freedom 

replied ,n Pakistan ivuiit to lie aWt to 

’’““‘m I tl tir own real deniocratio pojinhr Goii rn 

establish their ow^ernment 

'“of the mass of the population of Pakis- 
and Will function with the will and sanc- 
tan a gntire body of people in Pakistan 

l;?e"p°ert^-'>f“'“' 

„ n Pakistan base am neieliboiirU relation 
^i,J\‘},ndmtsn' asked the CorresiKindent a„-sm 
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ft rate’anv outside design or aggression 
tolerate any oWrvo ’oinc 

;::,^tan"r,up^9 Kr. 

„ent, that i> the 9^^^^ 9 

dom In tit® ,nKt di-patcho «t«t" 

Ihey IvnotP tt .. . i,avc ni'*‘l<‘ 

went. nn.l „‘y„ccd «.>J ”1«™ Cr»'™ 

Binco Indt' ,n./.ntof IikIja, lint "lim tlii-J 

nWimP'l tbo Go" Jj ™ „„„ |..t|>flintii>n I'f I!n“''; 
United InJ'*’ ’“ ^ Thej ha' e In-rt ”'' ' J 
a e ntiin ^ They try to put 
line for ne»rlJ a ,her artificially and 

Hindus and the Idea of 

unnaturay *ngl gj parllarnent- 

Hlndu India or ut national 

jrv Government tor manoeuvre 

u^t. '‘'‘rruidmatl'y ground for 

to give them ul enacting the 

saying es Act 1935 that 'we 

Government od welfare of India to 

cannot allow progress n „ols and we 
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ing elements as overlords'. In such a cons- 
titution neither Hindus nor Muslims nor any 
other section of the people will be free or 


independent ” 

There la propaganda by the Government and 
their agents m the Punjab that yon are not m 
terested in the war efforts against the Axis Powers 

and that these efforts will suffer nnder the League 

Cistry in the Punjab said the Correspondent 
air Imnah reiihed, "It is absolutely untrue, we 
pJtlio ob^UclSto U efforts On the eontrary, 

from thecomnieneenientofthe war, we repeatedly 

irom tu wanted no foreign aggression 

“anf "etere^'roady and w.Uing to^^defend 
u innds and to CO operate m the prospcu' 
lounf^heTOr But the Bntish Government have 
“v ^5 ™,rTand of fnendship and we have not 
refused o assistance Bntish Govern 

powL’' and ^authority of the Government They 
power uu burden and re.-ponsibilities a** 

rubservients wLle beeping power in their own 
hands ” 


*‘What IS yotir message to the British 
was another question. Mr Jmnah 
said^ ..My message to the British people is 
that If they are really sincere — and there are 
manv such^they should bring pressure on the 
British Government to accept the Pakistan 
orinclple as the only solution of the constitu- 
tional problems of India which means not 
onlv freedom of Muslims but of Hindus and 
other elements in the country too’*. 



appendix a 

LAHORE RESOLUTION (1940) OF THE 
ALL INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE 


\Vhilo nnnroMiig -inil endorsing tlie action 
token^ tliototincil ond tho Working Coimnittee 
India 

on7So“f «o"ptcmLc?«nd 22nd of October 1930 
A February 10-*0 on tlio constitutional 

.n.C, ion 0^010 All India Mudim Leagno 
i?3uc, that tho schemo of fcdcra 

emphatically teitcratw of India Act 

XSl^acTp^Ut'uoVMoclim India 

1 «/“r^'Lrd‘^‘^s‘’mh :roc^o\t mo 
the declaration cd^^n Majesty s 

made by tho jj. declares 

Government I pja^^on -which the Government 
that the pol y ha^cd will be reconsidered 

of ^ith’ the various parties, interests 

m ft,C 3 in India, Muslim India will not 

and ce™®J unless the -whole constitutional plan 
be and that no reviaed plan 

.3 reconsidered n »» «■'> -“'c® it w 

Smed^th tSr approval and consent 

-n «i^ed that it O’ the the considered view 
, iVsion Of the All India Mnshm Leagne 
eonatitotional plan wou'd he workable in 
!!!“*' country or acceptable to the Muslims unless 
t IS dMigned on tho foUowing basic pnncipleit 
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that gcographtcall; contiguous unitx arc 
demarcated into rcfrfons which should be so consti 
tuted with such tcmtori4l readjustments asma\ le 
neces'arv that Uie-arca^jo which the Muslims are 
nunlencall^ in a majorilj IS in the ^o^^h Western 
and Eastern zones ^ imliA ahould be grouped to 
constitute Independent States in which the con-» 
tifcuent units ehati be autoiiotnous and sorercign 

That adequate efTective an } mnndatorv ■safe, 
guards should bo ••peeKtcally pronded in the cons 
titution fji minorities in these units and m the 
regions for the protection of tlicir religious cultiira) 
economic jf/olltical Adminjstratireftnd other rights 
and jnterosts in conshltnkioo with tliem and m other 
parts of India wl erO fhc Hfussnlnmns are m a 
minority adequate eflectivo and mnndntorj safe 
guards shiU b" spccificillj pfovKkd in the constit 
tition for them and othc* minorities for the protec 
tion of their t^hgidhs bnJtiini) economic political 
administratnc and other right* an 1 interest*, in 
ponsuitation with them 

This Scs.*ion further authorises the WorJiitif, 
Committee to frame a scheme of constitution in 
accordance i\ith fheae la«it •principles provi imp 
for tiie agaiiniption finally by the respettico regions 
of nil powers shell ns defeiice external nfiairs 
kimmunicfltjons custom* and euVti other mnlten* ns 
may he nccessarr 



APPENDIX B. 

C. R. FORMULA. 

“Basis for terma of i»ettlement between the Indian 
National Congress and the All India 'Musljm League 
to which Gandhiji and Mr Jinnnh agree and which 
thej will endeavour respectively to get the Congress 
and the League to approve 

(1) Subject to the terms set out below as regards 
the constitution for Free India, the Slushm 
League endorse^ the Indian demand for Inde 
pendence and will co operate with the Congress 
in the formation of a provisional interim, 
Government for the transitional period 

(2) After the termination of the war, a comtnis'i 
ion shall be appointed for demarcating conti 
guous districts in the north nest and eas-t of 
India, wherein the Muslim population is m 
absolute majority In the areas thus demar 
cated, a plebiscite of all the inhabitants held 
on the basis of adult suffrage or other practi 
cable franchise shall ultimately decide the 
issue of separation from Hindustan If the 
majority decide m favour of forming a sever 
cign State separate from Hindustan such 
decision shall be given effect to, without pre 
judice to the right of districts on the border 
to choose to join either State 

(3) It will be open to all parties to advocate 
their points of view before the plebiscite is. 
held 

(4) In the event of separation, mutna 
wonts shall be entemi into for ‘ ■■ 
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,lcfc..cc and aommerae and aommnn.cation. 

Md for other caaantnl purpose, 

,5, Any transfer of popotatjon shall o.dy be on 

‘ ISsolntelysoluntaryba,.. 

(0) These terms stall bo resiwn- 
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Mr. Gandhi s Proposal Dated 24th Sc*pt 1944 

“The areas should be deunrcitecl bj t Comims 
Sion approved by the Congress ind the Leigue The 
wishes of the inhabitants of the areas demarcaterl 
should be ascertained through the ^otes of the 
adult population of the areas or through some 
equivalent method 

If the vote IS in fa\our of separation It ^haU be 
agreed that these areis shall form a separate State 
as soon as possible after India is free from foreign 
domination and can therefore be constituted into 
two sovereign independent Slates 

There shall be a treaty of separation wliicli 
should also provide for the efficient and sitisfac 
tory administration of foreign affairs defence 
internal communications cmtoins, commerce and 
the like, which must necessarily continue to be 
matters of common interest between tlie contracting 
parties 

The treaty shall also contain terms for safeguard 
mg the rights of minorities in the two States 

Immediately on the acceptance of tins agreement 
by the Congress and the League the two shall 
decide upon a common course of action for the 
attainment of independence of India 

The League will how“ver be free to rcraam out 
of any direct action to which tbo Congress ma\ 
resort and m which the League may not be willu^ 
to participate ” 
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JAGAT NARAJN LAL'S RESOLUTION OF THE 
ALL 'iNDlA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 

“The A -I C C. of the opinion that an^ propo 
tal to diMntogirate Indti h\ tho git ing liberty to niiy 
roiiiponent State or frmfonol unit to ‘sofode from 
the Indian Union or Fccloration ttill b-* highly 
iletrinieritaj to the bcft interests of tho people of 
the different States and pronneos and the country 
as ft nbole, and the Congrc'v*., therefore, cannot 
agree to any such proposal ” 
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AUGUST 1942 RESOLUTION OF THE ALL 
INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 


‘ The All India Congress Committee has given the 
most car-ful consideration to the reference made to 
ithv the Working Committee in their resolution 
dated July 14. 1042. “"d ^ subsequent events, 
including the development of the war situation 
the utterances of responsible spokesmen of the 
British Goveiiiment. and the comments and criticisms 
maL in India and abroad The Committee approves 
of and endorses that resolution and is of oP™™'' 
thMBventa subsequent to It have given it further 

mstification. and have made it clear that the imme 
dmte endmk of British rule in India is an urgent 
necessity, both for the sake of /"dm and for 
neoes'sH/y, cause of the United 

NatioS'°TIio continuation of that rule is degrading 
nations ^ ^nd making her progressively 

iSs enable of Lfendingherself and of contributing 
to the cause of world freedom 

“The Committee has vi-wed with dismaj the 
1 a nf the situation on the Russian and 

detenora convex to the Russian and 

Smere «oples .te high appreeiahon of their 
u ™ in defence of their fre-dom This increasing 
it moumbent on all those who strive 
p»ril mak sympathise vith the victims 

for freedom and w no^^_^ P fonndations of the 

of aggress . ^ ^ Nations, which 

hav7lS to repeated and disastrons failure It i» 
not b7adlienng to such aims and pohcies and 

methods that failure can bo converted into success. 
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also attam their complete freedom tt roust fx 
clearly imderstooil that Kiicli of these couiitne'* as 
are under Japaneee control now must not sutso 
quently be placed under the rule or control of am 
other Colonial Power 

“While tlie A I C C must pnmanlv bo concornctl 
with the mdopendcnce ind defence of India m this 
hour of danpei, the Committee of opinion that 
the future peace, apcHrit3 and otehred progress of 
the world dimand a world federation of free nations, 
and on no other haMi can the problems of t!ie 
niodtrn world Ik> snUtd Such a world f-Hlcratmti 
would ensure the freedom of its ccm«fitucnt imtions, 
tho piovcution of aggression and exploitation hj 
one nation o%cr another, the protcition of natinnl 
minorities, the advaiiiccment of all Inckwanrl tircts 
and peoples, and the pooling of the world s resources 
for the eonimon good of nil On the citaWis'iment 
of such a world f».deralion, disarmament would be 
practicable m all countries nation il armies, imie« 
Hiid air forces would no longer bo neet>'ari, and » 
world federal ilefcnct force uould keep the world 
I»eieoand preicnt nggrrs«.j<*n 

“An independent India woidd pKdh join Mich 
a world federation and co operate on an tqiinl 
with other countries in the solution of intemationul 
proUejJJs 

“Sueh a f'Hlention fhould 1h i»{»ej| to all iwlioijs 
who agrv with its fiin lamental prineipV* 1 1 
view of the war, however, the feilcration must 
ineritabli , to begin with, l*e confined to tho Umied 
Ifations, auch a 'top taken now will hare a most 
l>owerful eifect on the war, on llio jx.oplcs of th< 
Axis coufitnes, niul on the (icaec to com" 

“The Cbmmittec regretfully realir<«, however, 
that despite the tragic and overwhelming lessons of 
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the war and the penis that overhang the world 
the Governments of few countries are yet prepared 
to take this inevitable step towards world federation 
The reactions of the British Go\emment and the 
misguided criticism of the foreign Prcs>. also make 
it clear that even the obvious demand for India s 
independence is resisted, though this Ins been 
made essentially to meet the present peril and to 
enable India to defend herself and help China and 
Russia in their hour of need Ihe Committee is 
anxious nob to embarrass in an> way the defence of 
China or Rui-sia, whose freedom is precious and 
must be preserved, or to jeopardise the defensive 
capacity of th'» United Nations But the peri! 
grows both to India and these nations, and inaction 
and submission to a foreign administration at this 
stage IS not only degrading India and reducing her 
capacity to defend herself and resist aggression, but 
IS no answer to that growing peril and no service 
to the peoples of the United Nation■^ The earnest 
appeal of the Working Committee to Great Britain 
and the Unitr^ Nations has so far met with no 
response and the criticisms made in manj foreign 
quarters have shown an ignorance of India’s and 
the world’s need, and sometimes even hostihti to 
India’s freedom, which is significant of a juentahti 
of domination and racial BiqKTiontj which cannot 
be tolerated by a proud people conscious of their 
strength and of the justice of their cause 

“'Iho \ I C C uould jet again at this list 
moment, in the interest of world freedom, renew 
this appeal to Britain and the Umtwl Nations But 
tiio Committee ftels that it i>, no huger ju'-tified 
m holding tlio mfion back from endeavounng t» 
assert its will agaiiist an impcnahst and authori 
tnrjan. Goverument which dominates aver. nndr' 
preients it from functioning in its own mte 
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Tiid in the interest of humanity The Committee 
resolves, therefore tosinction for the nndmtion 
ofIndiAs inihen'ible right to freedom and indep 
endence^ (bh starting of ii mass struggle on non 
violent hilts on the widest possible scvle so that 
the countrv might utilize all the non violent 
‘itrcngth it has githereil during the lost 2Z jeara 
of penccfiil struggle Such struggle must inovita 
bh he iimkr the kadcrsbtp of Gandhiji and the 
rbmniittee reque^-tR him to take the Iriid and 
uido the nation in tho stciis to he taken 

Tlie Cbminitteei appeals to the people of 
India to ficG the dingers and hatdohips that 
mil fall to their lot mth eoumgo and endurance 
ind tohold together tinder theJeidership of Gandhiji 
and carry out ftis instructions as disciphoe 1 
soldiers of Indian freedom They must remernber 
that non violence IS the basis of (his movement 
k time may come when it may not be possible 
to issue instructions or for instructions to reach 
our people an<l when no Congress Committoea can 
function WJicj) tlm happens every min and 
woman who la pirfieipating in this moreiuent 
must function foe himself or hervcif within the 
four corners of the gcnenl instructions issued 
I very Indian who ilc'-irvs freedom and Btrive® 
for it must I c lua own }.iiide urging him on aloni, 
the hard road where there la no resting place 
niid which loa<ls ultimately to tl e independence 
ami delivirinrr of Indiv 

lastly, whilst the A I C C his stated its 
own view of the future ^overnanco under fret 
Indn the A I C C wiihei to make it qmk 
clcir to all concerned that by cmhirking on mass 
struggle it has no intention of gaining jiowcr for 
the toiJgrp->s The power, when it voines, will 
belong to the whole pei^o of Indn 



